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MARBLEHEAD.

-

Marblehead was originally a part of Salem, and is situated fourteen
miles north-east -of Boston,. on a rocky peninsula, bounded on the
north, south, and east, by the waters of the Atlantic Ocean; and, on
the west, by the city of Salem and town of Swampscott. - It embraces
within its territorial limits about 3,600 acres, including several valua-
ble and productive farms. It presents an irregular shore line, seven
miles in length, marked with fine beaches, sheltered coves, and rocky

bluffs, with a commodious harbor, one mile long, and nearly half a |

mile wide, easy of access at all tides, while numerous hills near the
shore line afford unrivalled views of land and ocean scenery. The
few Englishmen who first sought these rugged shores for a home
found but few Indians to dispute or even witness their landing., The
earliest writers of New Englaud history represent that a large tribe
of Indians, called the “ Naumkeags,” once occupied the terrifory be--
tween “Ipswich and Mystic ” rivers, but that a fatal “ plague or pesti-
lence ™ which visited them in 1618, or the year after, nearly extermi-
nated the tribe. The chief of this tribe, whose name was “Nana-
{ pashemet,” was killed in battle, in 1619. In 1630, his son
“ Montowompate,” was recognized as the “Sagamore of Lynn and
Marblehead,” at the same time claiming autbority over the Indians at
Sualem and Ipswich as tributavies; but, in 1638, another pestilence, in
‘the form of small-pox, raged among their wigwams, and the young
chief, with the most of his weakened tribe, became its vietims. One
“son zlone of the numerous family left by the warrior, Nanapashemet,
now remained to assume the dignities dnd authority of the chieftain.

‘11 His Indian name was © Winnapurkit,” and he was also called George

Rumney Marsh ” and “No Nose.” With but few subjects, and there-
fore with limited power and influence, but little is known of his sub-
sequent career; but Mr. Eliot; the “Indian Apostle,” charged him
with defeating the object of his mission among the Tudians st Lynn.
In the terrible and bloody crusade against the English raised by
Philip, the Indian king, it was charged that he acted with his race;
‘that-he was captured aund transported to the West Indies, and sold as
| a'slave; that be was afterwards reledsed, and, returning to his native
country, found a home during the remainder of his life with a relative
at Nutick, where he died in 1684, at the age of sixty-eight. During
his whole life, he claimed the lands once occupied by the members of
his tribe, and, dying, carnestly directed his kindred to prosecute the
-chiim till their rights were acknowledged. He had been dead but a
few months when the town of Marblehead satisfied the elaim, by the
payment of fourteen pounds and thirteen shillings, and rcceived a
deed duly signed by his deseendants. The remains of a rude fortifi-
cation adjoining the * gravel pit,” near the western limits of the town,
is all that is left to remind the present generation of the powerful ’
tribe that here gathered about Nanapashemct to defend their lands;
and rights against their ancient foes.
As early as 1629, a rude fortification was coustructed at « Naugusj
Head,” and called * Darby Fort,” as a place of refuge for the little
colony on the other side of the harbor, in case of attack by the Indians.|
The early records, however, fail to give us either the exact year of
settlement, or the names of those who first selected Marblehead for!
their habitations. Thomas Gray, who is mentioned as having been
the owner of Nantasket in 1622, by purchase from the Indians, was
a follower of Conant when he came to “Naumkeag,” in 1626, and
founded that Colony. During the month of October, 1631, the “ Gen-
eral Court,” holding its session at Boston, directed “that Thomas
Grayes howse at Marbleharbor be pulled down, & that no Englishman
shall hereafter give howse room to him, or entertain him, under such
penaltie us the Court shall think mcet to inflict.” The offence that
provoked this eruel judgment of the public authorities is not recorded,
nor does it appear that the judgment was ever executed, for his name
is frequently mentioned in connection with the place subsequently,
and more than thirty years after he and his wife were reported as
“two aged people,” requiring support at the public charge. T

Isane Allerton, who was a “ Mayflower Pilgrino,” and who had bedas

a deputy governor of the Plymouth Colony, was represented to have
severed his connection with that Colony as early as 1631, and, during

the fall of that year, sailed from Marblehead for Englaad, but there
is nothing to show that he was a resident of the place till two or three
years after. John Deveraux received a grant of land in 1631, cover-
Ing the farm uvear the * Deveraux Station,” on the Swampscott Brauch
of the Eastern Rallroad, and this farm vemained in the family of the
original proprietor for inore than two hundred years. Moses Maver-
ick, who married o daughter of Isanc Allerton, is first mentioned as a
resident of the .place, in 1633. In 1637, the names of twenty-four
male inhabitants of Marblehead are given; viz., Moses Maverick,
William Stevens, Archibald Thompson, William Charles, Jobn Heart,
John Peach, John Lyon, Authony Thateher, John Gaite, Richard
Secres, Richard Greenway, John Gatchall, Samuel Gatchall, John
Benuett, John Waukefield, Erasmus James, Thomas Gray, John Dev-
eraux, Nicholas Merriott, Abraham Whitehaire, George Vicary, John
Russell, Nicholas Listen, Thomas Beare, .

The Rev. Francis Higginson, writing from Naumkeag, in 1629, to
friends in England, wrote, “that here is plentie of marble stone in
snch store that we have great rocks of it and a hachour hard by : our
plantation is from thence called Marbleharbour.,” During that very
year the name of Salem was suggested and adopted; but some, it
appears, adhered to the earlier name, and the territory on the south-
ern side of Salem Harbor was never desiguated by any other, till
1633, when, by general consent, it was changed to Marblehead,

The place at this time was called a * Plantation,” and its affairs

were directed by the authorities of Salem. In 16386, it was voted,
“ that the rights of fishermen to land at Marblehead should be limited
to a house lot and garden lot, or ground for the placing of their flakes,
according to the number belonging to their families, and the largest
families were to be limited to lots not exceeding two aeres, with the
common rights to the wouds adjoining for their Goats and Cattle.” It
was further ordered, that no one should establish a residence here
without “the authority of the General Court or two of the Magis-
trates.” Mr. Isaac Allerton, an active and enterprising merchant,
who had finally settfed here, and, with five sail of fishing vessels, was
prosecuting the business with great energy and success, was banished
from the place by a vote of the General Court, in March, 1635, and,
two months after, conveying “all his houses buildings and fishing
stages” to Moses Maverick, he obeyed the mandate of the authori-
ties. The offence that provoked this resentment of the General Court
is not mentioned ;. four years after, he petitioned for the privilege of
returning ; and, as his name appears in the records some years after,
it is probable that his prayer was finally granted.
i The adjacent waters were teeming with cod, haddock, mackerel,
jherring, bass, and other varieties of fish; and in a letter written in
1629, it was stated, “that sixteen hundred bass were taken in one
draught, while the schools of mackerel were so numerous 1s to extort
exclamations of astonishment from all heholders.” Statements like
these aftracted the attention of enterprising merchants in England,
and Matthew Cradock, the governor of the Massachusetts Company,
and others, had houses and tishing stuges at Marblehead, as carly as
1633, and annually sent their vessels and men to catch and cuve the
fish here during the summer months, and return with their cargoes
later in the season.

In the early records, that part of the town situated near the coves
and harbor was designated as the “Main”; between * Nangus Head”
and  Peach’s Point” was called “John Peach’s Neck”; from the
Jjunction of the Lyun and Salem roads to Forest River and the western
limits of the town was mentioned asthe *Neck,” or * Plains,” while
the peniusula now designated by that name was called the = Great
Neck”; and from * Nangus Head ” to the * Lead Mills” was known as -
the “ Forest Side.”

A knowledge of these geographical divisions at that time, aids us
somewhat in locating the habitations of the earlier settlers.

In 1638, the following grants of land were made or confirmed to
inbabitants of the * Plantation” s’

On the “Main”: Willlam Walton, eight acres; Moses Maverick,
ten acres ; Rosaumond James, four acres, ’
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On *“John Peach’s Neck”: William Keene, three acres ; Nicholas
Listen, five acres; and John Bennett, number of acres not stated.

Oun the “Neck”: John Gatchall, six acres; Samuel Gatehall, six
acres; John Coit, three acres; John Wakefield, four acres; Thomas

acres; Ralph Warren, two acres, -

Location not designated : Richard -Seeres, four acres; John Lyon,
four acres; Phillip Beave, three acres; Rohert Wheadon, ton acres.
" The year before these grants were made (1637}, George Wright

- was grauted ®half an acre on the Neck for a house lot, and. five acres
on the Forest Side for planting, and to keep a ferry *twixt Bull Point
and Darby Fort.” . .

By a vote of the Salem anthorities, a portion of the land now em-
" braced -within the limits of. Marblehead was selected as a site for the
future seat of learning, which the founders of the Commonwealth had
resolved to establish. Mr. John Humphrey, one of the patentees,
and a gentleman of distinction and influence, had joined the colonists,
and-in 1636 had received a grant of land of 300 acres, on what was
then designated as the - Neck,” near Forest River. It was this land
that the authorities desired to reserve for college purposes, and for
this object Mr. Humpbrey was induced to surrender his title and
recejve a grant in some other locality. This graut was located in the
western part of the town, and embraced some of the most productive
farming lands in the county. The death of John Harvard, at Charles-
town, in 1638, and his generous hequest, fixed the location at Cam-
hridge, and thus defeated the purpose of Endicott and. his associates.
One of the conditions of the charter issued to the * Massachusetts
Company ” provided that Englishmen should have all necessavy facili-
ties for taking fish in adjacent waters, and for curing thom, and obtain-
ing water and provisions. = Marblehead was most favorably situated
for the prosecution of this business, and its rapid increase secured the
importation of a cargo of salt in a *Dutch ship,” as early as 16335.
- This event was considered of so much impoértance that the General
Court appointed a person to superintend the discharge of the cargo,
with authority to *imprass the services of others” if necessary. With
4 view to encourage this branch of industry, the General Court, in
1639, ordered that vessels, stock, and fish should be free from ,all
taxation, and that the men employed should be exempt from military
duty. As early’as 1646, the value of fish taken by.vessels at Marble-
head was estimated at a sum equal to $20,000; but the larger part
of this was sccured by those Who came here during the summer

wonths, and returned to England on the approach of winter.=.
| Theextravagant consumption #f wood by these visitors, finally became
‘a subject of compluint by the inhabitants, and the General Court, in
1639, ordered that uo wood or timber should be taken by these fisher-
wmen at Marblehead without compensation to the legal proprietors,
and the owners were authorized “to oppose such encroachments with
foreible resistance if necessary.” .

The officials of the company in England encouraged the colonists to
constrict their own vessels from the abundance of timber at their com~
mand, and at an early duy secured the emigration of a few shipwrights
to promote this object. Two small vessels were built: one at Salem,
in 1631, and another at Boston, in 1633 ; but the third was built and
laanched at Marblehead, in 1636. This vessel was named ' the
| *Desire,” and was 120 tons burden, but the particular place of her
construction in the town is unknown. Employed for two years in the
1 fishing business, she was despatched, in 1638, to the West Indies on a
commereial voyage, and, returning, brought * Salt, Cotton Tobaceo and
Negroes™; the last item of the manifest is supposed to have been
slaves, and the first that weve brought to the New England Colonies.
This vessel, the achievement of the carly colonial shipwrights, appears
to have proved creditable to their genius and skill, for it is claimed,
that in 1640, she made the voyage from Marblehead to England in
twenty-three days. )

Marblebead cannot be fixed with cortainty. In 1635 (the very year
of his banishment from the Colony), Mr. Allerton sent one of his ves-
sels ‘to Ipswich, to convey the Rev. John Avery “to Marblehead to
dwell with the people” and become their religious teacher. With his
wife, and family, consisting of eight childven, he embarked, accom-
panied by Anthonie Thatcher, with his wife and nine children; but
during the passage, the vessel was wrecked on an island near the
coast, in a severe stoim, and all perished except Mr. Thatcher and his
wife. The next year the General Court granted the island to the mourn-
ing survivor of this terrible disaster, and it has since been known by
his name, '

Deprived by this sad event of = religious teacher, the want was not

- B23

Sans, three acres; Widow Blanchor, six acres; Genrge Ching, three

_martial diseipline that theyimay be ready on special occasions.”

The time when religions worship and instruction commenced in’

“supplied till William Walton became a resident and .householder in

1638, or the year following. It is a matter of record, that in 1648 he
was preaching regularly, and that provision was made annually for
his support. One of the early historians states in 1642, * that though
the people of Marblehead had prophesying” the church members par-
took of the sacrament at the chuvch in Salem. Possibly it may have
been as early as 1640 that the foundations of a plain little ¢hurch
were Jaid on the bleak, barren hill that tradition indicates as its site.
+ Offences against temperance and morality, like drunkenness and its
kindred vices, were considered, and penalties pronounced agains$ in-
dividnals by the General Court, but the day on which the offence was
perpetrated had considerable influence with the magistrates in fixing a
proper penalty. This diserimination is noticed at a session of that
august body, held at’Boston, July 20, 1633, when it irposed a fine of
ten shillings on John Bennett for
James White for committing the same offence at the same place on

the Sabbath day was ordered to pay a fine of thirty shillings. .

The personal tastes, habits, and fashions of individual members of
society were often made the subjects of severe criticism, and when a
case was peculiarly offensive, the general indignation would find ex-
pression in some public mamner. This was the case with John
Gatchull of Marblehead, who was accused of wearing long hair. On
the twenty-first day of June, 1637, at Salem town-meeting he was
charged with building on town lands withont authority, sud a finé of
ten shillings imposed for the offence, but it was agreed to abate one-
half of the fine in case “he shall eutt off his long hair off his head.”
It is feared that he paid his fine, and adhered to his own fushion of
wearing his hair, while others followed his example ; for twelve years
after this event, Grov. Endicott and others protested agaiust the cus-
fom “as detestable, uncivil and unmannerly, whereby men deform
themselves, offend sober and modest men, and do corrupt good
manners.”

The statement has been made that a grant of land was made to
George Wright in 1637, as an inducement for him to establish a ferry
between Marblehead and Salem, and it is probable that regular com-
munication was thus established between the two places about that.
time. The landings were fixed at what is now known as the termina-
tion of the “Ferry-road” in Marblehead, and the lower end of ® Tur-
ner Street” in Salem. In March, 1643, the General Court ordered the
deputy governor to appoint “some able and honest man * among the
inhabitants of Marblehead to act as constable, and the mext year
ordered the inhabitants to ¢hoose some person “to cxercise them m

. With a population now of about 200 inhabitants, composed mostly
of fishermen, whose unpretending homes were built near the coves
and beaches of the northern part of the town, Marblehead was still
recognized as a “Plantation.” 'Without a church organization, yet
they had ercoted a plain barn-like structure on the crown of the hill
where the *Seaman’s Monument” now stands, and they gathered there
on each returning Sabbath to listen to the prayers aud exhortations of
Williamm ‘Walton. Remembering that near the village churches, where
they had worshipped in their native country, the bodies of their an-
cestors now mingled with the dust, they reverently adhered to the
ancient custoni, and with loving care made the graves of those they
mourned in the shadows of the little churech. Thus, as they followed
the rugged path that led to the house of prayer, the .sweet memories
that clustered around the dead were recalled to banish earthly thoughts
and eares; and briag their souls in close communion with God and
heaven. ‘ o

With about forty families in 1647, the question of a separate town
organization was earnestly agitated. On the 12th of March, 1648, a
“ general town meeting ” was held at Salem to counsider the subject,
and it was voted that “Marblehead, with allowance of General Court
be a towne, and the bounds to be the utmost extent of that land $rhich
was Mr. Humphries farme and solde to Marblehead, and so all the
neck to the ses reserving the disposing of the ferry and appointing of
the ferryman to Salem.”

Tbus authorized to act, the inhabitants assembled at an early day
to “make provision for Mr. Walton the minister,” by an equal rate of
taxation, and appropristed forty pounds for that purpose. At a
subsequent meeting an annual tax of ten shillings per man was im-
posed on “all strangers obtaining wood, flake staff and other conven-
lences for the prosecution of their business.” At the same meeting
“John Stacie the elder and John Bartoll the younger” were appointed
& “herdsmen ” for the ensuing season of seven months, commencing
on the first day of April. At sunrise of each morning they were to be

at * Chillson’s crossing ” and blowing a horn as a signal, the inbabitants |
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being drunk at Marblehead, while |

1




266

HISTORY OF ESSEX CAOU.NTY., MASSACHUSETTS.

were to deliver their cattle to them at that place, within half an hour;
they were charged " to be with the herd beyond first bridge before the
sun was an hour high;” to return with them to the same place an hour
before sunset; give prompt notice to those whose cattle were missing,
assist to recover them, and “exercise a special care in wet weather.”
For this service Stacie was to receive a weekly compensation of six
shillings and Bartoll four shillings. “Way wardens” were also ap-
pointed, and all persons who neglegted the *careful warning” of these
officers, to labor on the highways-(unless sickness should prevent),
were to be fined ten shillings each, and the fines were to be expended
for refreshments, for the benefit-of those who performed the labor.
The plantation at this time contained forty-four families, and it was
claimed that the common lands would not furnish pasturage for more
than fifty cows. " In view of this statement it was deemed advisable to
fix the rights of each family, estimating “one horse ‘as being equal to
two cows, two yearlings as one cow, and four goats or sheep as one
cow.” The division was made as follows: James Smith and Row-
laiid, 1 cow; My, Walton, 2 cows; Abra. ‘Whitehaire, 1 cow ; Samuel
Doliber, 1 cow; John Lyon, 2 cows; John Peach, 1 cow; John
Gatehall, 11 cows; Edmund Nicholson, 1} cows; Henry Stacie, ‘3

¢ow ; John Bartoll, 1 cow; William Barber, 1 cow; David Thomas,

1 cow; Will Chichester, § cow; Joseph Doliber,

1 cow; Jobn Legg
1 cow; Sam. Carwithen,

(=3=34

% cow; Robert Knight, k cow; Pofer Pétt-

ford, ¥ cow; David Carwithen, 1 cow; John Bennett, 1 cow; Eras- -
mus James, 1 cow ; Thomas Bowinge, § cow; Thomas Gray, 1 cow; |

Francis Johnson, 1 cow; John Stacie, 1 cow; Richard Norman, 1
cow ; John Norman, 1 cow; George Chine, 1 cow; John Northey, 1

cow; John Peach, Jr., 1 cow; William Suckis, 1 cow: Nicholas-

Merret, 2 cows; Rich. Curtice, 1 cow; Walsingham Chillsou, % cows

Thomas Pitman, 1 cow; Timothy Allen, 1 cow; John Hart, 2 cows;
Cris Salmon, — cow; Thomas Lane, 1 cow; Arthur Sanden, 14 cows;:

William Charles, 2 cows; for Jona. Goyt, 1 cow; Isaac Allerton, 2
cows ; Moses Maverick, 3 cows; John Deveranx, 2 cows. . .
Doubtless these names, or the most of them, were attached to the pe-

tition presented to the General Court, requesting the separation of Mar- -

blehead from Salem, and its incorporation as & town.

was_granted May 2, 1649, in the following language :
“Upon the petition of the inhabitants of Marblshead for them to

be a town of themselves, Salem having granted them to be g town of

This prayer

themselves, -and the bounds of their town, which the Court doth -

grant.”
For six or seven:years after this important event, no record has been
reserved of the transactions of the town, with the exception of an
. occasional grant of land to new settlers.

' In 1653, Franeis Johnson, who had served as the first constable for s |

few years, was appointed as a lieutenant by the General Court, and
the male inhabitants were urged to -study and drill for military pro-
ficiency.

The few officers charged with the administration of public affairs up
to this time had been designated as “ Townsmen,” and an examination
of the accounts in 1656 showed that the town’s indebtedness amounted
to nearly thirty-seven pounds. The statersent that the town was in
debt moved the citizens to promptly provide the means to meet evéry
obligation, and Lieut. Francis Johnson was instructed “to collect the
taxes and satisfy all debts against the town up to date.” Changing
name of their principal board of town officers from that of ©Towns.
men” to selectmen, they voted with a remarkable confidence in official
discretion and integrity, that * the Selectmen should not be limited in
anything that is for the good -of the town”; but it was also ordered
that a strict account “ be kept of all receipts and expenses.” Francis
Linford was employed to “warn the town, ring the bell and keep the
- meeting house clean,” at an annual salary of forty shillings ; and the next

year Edward Read became his successor, for the same compensation,
ﬁvith the additional duty of “finding nails for the glass of the meeting
ouse.”

Mr. Walton had now performed the duties of minister for several
years at an annual salary of forty pounds, and the fidelity with which
he had discharged the service moved some of his friends at this time
to propose an Increase to his salary of twenty pounds, but the proposi-
tion would have been defeated, had not several of his friends sub-
scribed the amount in open meeting, which was to be levied and col-
lected of them as tax-payers. And yet the good minister saw but
few and handled less of the gold and silver coins of his native country.
An investigation at this time, covering a period of four years, showed
that he had received as portions of his salary during that time, *half of
a cow,” valued at two pounds two shillings and sixpence ; “half ton
of mackerel,” valued at five' pounds; a “quantity of pork,” at two

t

pounds; a “quantity of cheese,” at two shillings; and ®a quantity of
liquor at fifteen shillings,” - ,

With matters of importance now coming before the town for con-
sideration, it was regarded as the duty of every one qualified to vote
in town affairs, to be present; and when, on one occasion, it was
found that twenty-two men were absent from the meeting, a fine of

“two shiilings was imposed on each of the absentees.

The little meeting-house was the only public building in the place,
and as the town increased in population, propesitions to improve the
structure, for the better accommodation of the public, were readily

radopted. When first erected, it was doubtless a plain building, with

a huge fire-place on one side, rough, and uncomfortable benches, a
small platform, and & table for the accommodation of the minister,
ond a few small windows, the glass of which was kept in place with
nails, which made a merry clatter with avery passing breeze. The
first improvement ordered was to seal the walls inside, which Richard
Norman agreed to do for ninetéen pounds.

The next year, a committee. was appointed to see -that seats were

provided for the accommodation ¥ of all the inbabitants of the town

both men and women,” and soon after twenty-seven pounds were paid
for the construction of a gallery. At a later period, a contract swas
made “to board the western end of the meeting house and the fireside
of the same,” and still moved by the spirit of public improvement,

‘three ‘years after, a contract was made with Robert Knight, Francis

Collings, and Jeremiah Neal, “to build a gallery in the north-east end
of the meeting house, with five seats, with columnss, a board at the
bottom and to be arched sufficient to strengthen the house; with
stairs and all other necessaries similar to the other gallery ”; and
they were to receive twenty-seven pounds for the fulfilment of the
contract. .

The fishing business steadily increased, and its production for home
consamption and foreign commerce was so considerable as to now
require laws for its proper regulation, and officers for their execution.
Samuel Ward and Samuel Morgan were appointed ®Packers and
Gaugers,” and Christopher Lattimore and John Bartoll were chosen
“Cullers of Fish,” while the * master of every boat” was ordered “to
brand his name. on every barrel or cask of mackerel he packed,” and
a penalty of twenty shillings was fixed as a five for neglecting to com-
ply with this regulation.

The forest-trees were rapidly disappearing, to supply the wants of
the inhabitants, and those who came here snnually to prosecute the -
fishing busigess. With a view to prevent the prodigal waste of what
was so uecessary for the comfort. of the inhabitants during many
months of the year, the town ordered *that no trees should be sold

~for fencing or building unless authority should be first obtained of -

the Selectmen, and that no trees should be felled for firewood until
the old wood should he burnt, under a penalty of five shillings for
each offence.” ‘

The scarcity of money to facilitate public and private transactions
has been mentioned; and town taxes, private contracts, the salaries
of the minister .and public officials, were paid in fish, the produce of
the farms, or other forms of merchandise. Benjamin Parmenter was
employed as herdsman, at the annual salary of seventeen pounds, and
he was 1o receive his compensation “in money, corn, butter or neces-
sary clothing.” A few years later the General Court adopted the
most stringent measures to prevent the exportation of coin, and offi-
cers were appointed, with anthority “to bresk open any chest, trunk,
box, cabin, truss or any other suspected place or thing, where they
may conceive money to be concealed, and to seize and hold moneys
thus taken, subject to the decision and judgment of the Courts.”
Unable to procure money, the inhabitants paid their public taxes in
fish, and the selectmen, who were charged with the duty of collecting
and disbursing the public funds, were corapelled, in their annual state-
ment of receipts and expenses, to enter one item as “loss on fish,” to
balance their accounts.

These officials, however, were not always suecessful in their efforts
to make it appear that they conducted the financial affairs of the town
with entire fidelity to the public interests, and, like scores of unfortu-
nate successors, who have trod the same thorny path for the last two
centuries, they learned that in the eye of the publie, sometimes, pri-
vate worth, integrity, and sagacity, were elefents of character not
inconsistent with inefficiency and rascality, when engaged in the
public service.

The annual expenses of the town had now reached the sum of £150,
including the minister’s salary, but the selectmen presented the account
of receipts and expenses in a form not at all satisfactory to the pub-
lic. Their xefusal to make a more definite statement provoked the
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indignation of the inhabitants, and they instructed a committee of
three, who were appointed for the purpose, “to make one more
demand,” and if .they still refused to comply, they were ordered to
sue the disgraced officials “ before the next Court at Ipswich,” and the
committee were threatened with “a fine of thirty pounds and the

“oosts of prosecntion” if they neglected to perform this duty.

During the early autumn days 6f that same year, an event oceurred
that silenced all further controversies and contentions. The good
minister, William Walton, after years of faithful service, closed his
earthly labors, strong in the faith and hope he had so earnestly com-
mended to others.

Samuel Cheever, son of the mivister at Manchester, became the
successor of Mr. Walton. A graduate of Harvard College at the
age of twenty, he came to Marblehead nine years after, and com-
menced the duties of his chosen profession with zeal and ability.

" The population appeared to incresse more rapidly from this time,
and numerous grants of land ‘were made to new settlers, and duly
recorded. Less than four years after the settlement of Mr. Cheever,

it was found necessary to build 2 ©lean-to ” or addition * on the back -
y

side of the meeting house forty feet long and twenty feet wide with
three gable ends.” ‘ . ‘ : .

The minister’s salary was fixed at eighty pounds, but soon after his
settlement he was authorized “to use the land on the back side of the
meeting house during his life, for & pasture,” and subsequently it was
ordered “that a horse pasture be laid out for him on the common
lands, and that it be fenced at the expense of the town.” -

To encourage the inhabitants to erect a suitable fortification for the
defence of the harbor, the town was released from the obligation to
pay the county tax, and *two or three guns” were promised when the

works were in a proper condition to receive them. This liberal action

of the General Court secured the object desired, and during that year
the works were erected and the guns mounted. As g further encour-
agement; the county tax was abated for another year; and, two years
after the commencement of the work, © sixty great shot” were ordered

1 to be furnished *for the guns in the fort at Marblehead.”

At this time provision was first made for public education, when,
by 2 vote of the town, a small Iot of land was granted to a Mr. Leach,
on condition “that he should teach five of the poor children to be
chosen by the Selectmen.” A few years after this, Mr. Edward

{ Humphreys opened a school, and the town voted him *five. pounds

for bis encouragement.” From the first settlement of the place, the
people had depended on the physicians located at Salem for medical
advice and skill; but finally Richard Kuott, a young physician, was
induced to make his home here, the town granting him 1ot of land,
“to him and. bis heirs forever on condition that he live and die in the.
town and follow his profession as a doctor.”

The highway between Marblehead and Salem had been laid out
and built, but not entirely completed, till this time, when the town
voted four pounds and five shillings, as its propurtion of the cost for
the bridge across Forest River. : '

For several years an exciting controversy had been maintained .in
relation to the rights of the inhabitants to the ®common lands.”
While the town was a part of Salem, the authorities of that place

| made several grants of land to different individuals in Marblehead ;

and when the town was incorporated, all the lands not included in
these grants were designated as “common lands.” Tn 1648, the value
of these lands was estimated for pasturage, and the rights of each
family fixed by mutual agreement. At that time the rights were
divided among forty-four families. Twelve years after, only fifteen or
sixteen families had joined their fortunes with the original settlers;
but during the next twelve years the population inereased rapidly,
and with this increase the controversy waxed warmer, exciting dis-
cord and contention between families, and dividing the comraunity
into hostile factions. Those who were inhabitants of the town at the
time of its incorporation, together with their heirs, claimed the exclu-

“stve right to all the common lands, and styled themselves *common-
Y

ers”; while those who became residents of the place afler that event
insisted with equal pertinacity on their right to use these lands for
pasturage, but were designated as “non-commoners.” This contro~
versy finally became so violent that an appeal was made to the Gen-

eral Court to settle the conflicting claims; and this was done with

apparent satisfaction "to all parties. The decision, as recorded,
divided the inhabitants into three classes ; confirming certain rights to
those who became residents from 1660 to 1674, but more important
privileges to those who became inhabitants between the years 1648
and 1660, and still more important rights to those whose claims were
derived from the residents of 1648. In this settlement the names of

one hundred and seventeen householders and heads of families are
recorded, indicating a population of about 500 at that time.

Grreater care was now observed in the management of town affairs ;
moderators were chosen to preside at town-meetings, and a fine of
twelvepence fixed as a penalty for offensive and disorderly conduct
at such meetings. The services of & herdsman, to take charge of the
cattle, were dispensed with ; Nicholas Marritt was appointed as meas-
urer of salt, and John Legg as sealer of leather ; while 3 more liberal
provision was made for Mr. Humphreys, the school-master. Persons
1n needy circimstances were not permitted to become inhabitants of
the town, unless satisfactory bonds were given that they would not
become paupers; and “Phillip Welsh formerly of Topsfield” was
notified that this requirement must be observed in his case, or he
could not remain in town, A “great gun was mounted on the Fort,”
and a watch-house built.

A. committes was appointed, with authority to lay out and sell
house-lots from the common lands; and their transactions, as

.recorded, describing boundary lines, were often indefinite, and gave

hopeful promise for future disputes and trouble. Thus, before the
first year of their official service had closed, they described.a Iot sold
to Thomas Candish as being “bound on the east with William.
Wood’s wall, with two briar bushes at the westward and two briar
bushes at the southward and from that briar bush eastward to
William Woods wall.”

Ensign Norman and John Brimblecom were chosen "to look after
the youth and boys on the Lords day and see that they behave
themselves well and orderly.”

A highway was laid out between Marblehead and Liynn.

The salary of Mr. Humphreys, the school-master, made up of the
small appropriation provided by the town and the income derived

_from private tuition, was doubtless insufficient to meet his necessary
wants; and so, when the inhabitants voted to have the little church

bell signalize the evening hour-of nine o’clock, ke promptly accepted
the situation of public bell-xinger, at an annual compensation of forty
shillings.

The annual expenses of the town at this time were one hundred
and thirty-nine pounds and sixteen shillings, of which Mr. Cheever
received seventy pounds and six shillings.  But the good minister,
like his predecessor, received the larger part of his salary in mer-
chandise ; and it-was finally resolved that he should be paid ®seventy
pounds in money.” Those refusing to pay the tax for the support of
the minister in coin, were to have twenty-five per cent. added to their
tax, which was to be paid in good merchandise, and the value thereof
fixed by two impartial persons.

It has already been noticed that, in the earlier days of our local

history, drunkenness was severely punished, as a gross immorality -

and crime; and yet few, doubtless, had reflected on the evils of
intemperance sufficiently to recommend total abstinence as a wiser
rule of life. Bxposed to uncommon perils and peculiar hardships in
the prosecution of their business, every man considered the use of
Intoxieating liquors as-absolutely necessary, and it was universally
held that no occasion of public or private joy could be properly cele-
brated without a little indulgence in this direction. For some years
public sentiment sanctioned the custom of providing drandy, at the
expense of the town, for use on town-meeting days. The cost-of this
article for this purpose, as recorded in the financisl accounts for 1677,
was eleven shillings, and as brandy was then sold for about. seven

shillings per gallon, the quantity used to refresh and inspire the

freemen engaged in public affairs that year was about six quarts.
At this time, also, the last vote is found in the public records

designed to protect and save the forest-trees. -

It has been mentioned that a contract was made, in 1668, with
Robert Knight and two others, to build a gallery in the meeting-house: ||

The work bad been completed, and Robert Knight appears io have
becn the architect, under whose direction it had been performed.
Other changes and improvements had been made in the little church,
but none seeros to have given the pleasure afforded by the gallery,
which the genius of Knight had designed and executed. For ten
years thoy had admired this structure as the grandest achievement of
his workmanship and skill ; and, grateful to the man whose triumph
had extorted the praise of citizen and stranger alike, it finally found
expression in a vote of the town ” that Robert Knight shall be released

from paying his town rates during his life for his workmanship done.

in the meeting house in building the gallery.” : :
Encouraged by this recognition of his services, Knight soon after

evected a grist-mill. At the north-east part of the town a brook

crosses the highway, and during the early spring, when the snow “is
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melting on the hill-sides, a rapid stream follows its ancient channel
across the beach to the ocean beyond. When the extensive swamps
west of this locality were covered with trees and brushwood, the flow
of water was doubtless cousiderable dwring a large portion of the
year. Near the highway at this point Knight erected his mill, and
the town authorized him * to overflow the ferry swamps for the benifit
of his mill, and this right to continue during the town’s pleasure.”
Fowr years after, the mill and privileges had passed into the possession
of John Pearll, who was authorized “to pen the water which flows
into the great swamp called Wolf Swamp, and that swamp which
Iyeth going to the ferry for seven years, provided the said Pearll keeps
a water mill in repair when he hath water to grind the towns corn
and in case he shall see cause to lny down his mill then the privileges
of said-swamp shall return to the town.” o .

Moses Maverick, Ambrose Gale, and Samuel Ward were appointed
as the lirst magistrates of the town “to hear and end small causes ac-
cording to law,” and Mr. Muverick was -authorized to ®administer
ouths in both civil and eriminal cases, and to join persons in marriage
where no legal impediment appears.” -Samuel Ward was, soon after,
commissioned as a captain, and elected the same year as the first rep-
resentative of the town in the General Couxt. At this time he was
also authorized, with John Legg, to meet the town officials of Salem
and Lyon and establish 2 boundary line for the town. He again
represented the town in the General Court the following year, and for
three weeks’ service in that office was paid three pounds from the
town treasury. :

After sixteen years of patient service, Mr. Cheever was enabled to
organize the Fivst Congregational Church of Marblehead, and secure
bis own ordination as a minister of the gospel. We have only s brief

notice of the occurrences of that eventful diy ; but the ministers who -

were present-and officiuted on that oceasion were Messrs. Higginson,
. Hale, und Hubbard, and the leading members of the churchewere
Samuel Ward, Erasmus James, Christopher Lattimore, and Ambrose
Gule, the latter the most enterprising merchant in the place at that
time. The church was organized with fifty-four members,—fifteen
males and thirty-vine females. ’ :
The town steadily but slowly increased in population, and while
the industry of the fisherman and farmer sécived the Substantial com-
forts of life fur his family, and the busy hum of the good-wife’s spip-
ning-wheel proclaimed the nature of her service for the common good,
yet neither manly energy nor womanly skill could provide for every
requisite comfort, rud many articles of necessity could only be pro-
cured from stores beyond the ses. London merchants readily sup-~
plied such articles on credit till the close of the fishing season, when
1t was agreed that the surplus fish- not required for their own use
should be sold in Ergland, and the proceeds applied to cancel debts
thus contracted. This was the practice when an event occurred that
excited the slarm of the whole population.  Sir William Phipps, then
- governor of the Province, planned and organized an expedition against
the French Provinces; and among the ships seized for this service by
the ambitious leader was the armed vessel commanded by Andrew
Caty, then at Marblehead and preparing to take on board a cargo of
fish for London. The ship was well manned, and, being armed with
ten guns, was an important sequisition to the expedition; but the
selectmen, with seven of the most. influential citizens, earnestly peti-
tioned the General Court to release the vessel. They represented
that the fish ready for transportation was “the accumulation of nine
months’ Jabor and expense; that it was perrishable as an article of
commeres,” and, if left on their hands, would become worthless ; that
their exeditors would thus be prevented from veceiving their just dues,
and their credit would thus be destroyed; that their families would
suffer for the necessaries and comforts of life; that their credit as
citizens at home would be impuired, because it would deprive them of
- the means to pay their public taxes; and that the ship was not only
requisite for their wants, but the * armament she carried ” also, as this
was necessary to secure insurance on their merchandise against the
perils of the seas. The result of this petition is unknown, but the
facts are instructive as showing the manner in which the- inhabitants
procured such supplies as could not be purchased in the country at
that-time. . .
.. Intelligence was now received that the good people of 2 neighbor-
ing town were threatened with a peril that filled every home with in-
describable fear and dread. Long before the settlement of the
country, the statutes of England had’ recognized the possibility of in-
dividual compucts with Satan, by which supernatural powers were
acquired ; and the penalty for such offences was death Dy the publie
hangman. The chiidren of a Salem clergyman were now sulfering

from some mysterious afliction, and this was attributed to the wicked
influence of an old Indian woman living in the family, Charges of
a- similar character were soon made against others, and in a few
mouths the jail was full of men and women accused of this imaginary
crime. -

It is a matter of pride to record the fact that only one inbabitant of
Marblehead was charged with this wickedness, and in the final jail-
delivery found relief and liberty.

It is not claimed, however, that the inhabitants of this town were
entirely free from peculiar superstitions; and oune, which beld the
public confidence for more than a century, demands notice in this con-
nection. A traditional story represents that when the place was a
small fishing -baralet, and the commerce of maritime nations was
ravaged by the “Free Rovers of the Ocean,” a vessel bearing the
black flag of the pirate entered Marblehead harbor. Soon after a
boat was observed approaching the shore, containing the boat’s crew
and a female, who was evidently a prisoner, and landed on the beach
of a small inlet, now designated as * Lovis” Cové.” A swamp adjoin-
ing the cove, and covered then with small forest-trees and brashwood,
prevented any further observation of the movements of the party ; but,
sbortly after, the appalling sereams of the helpless victim: were heard,
and earnest appeals, in the language of the terrified listeners, in the
words : “O mercy ! merey! Lord Jesus Christ, save me! save me!”
Her cries finally ceased, and the monsters, leaving their murdered
victim where the cruel outrage had been perpetrated, hastily embarked
for the vessel, which soon after left the harbor. As time rolled on,
it is claimed that, for a period of a hundred years or more, the cries
of despair uttered by this woman in her dying hour .would be heard
nearly every year on the anniversary of her violent death. The
screams were heard apparently from the same spot, near the margin
of the swamp, during the silent hours of night, and were described
as being “ so superhuman and superlatively dreadful as to excite inde-
seribable feelings of horror.” In later years, when men of education
and courage, free from the superstitious fears of earlier generations,
heard the cries and diligently searched for the cause, they were unable
to discover any human agency in their production, and the long-con-
tinued screams of the *Screeching Woman” were therefore pro-
nouiiced to be a strange and solemn mystery.

A community largely composed of fishermen, and following a busi-
ness often subjected to such reverses as to require an abatemenst of
the province and county taxes, could only make limited provision
for public education, and yet a resolution had been recorded some
years before to secure the services of a teacher © competent to teach |
the Latin languoge.” This design docs not appear to-have been
accomplished till Mr. Josiah Cotton, a young graduate of Harvard
College, was engaged for this office.  The grandson of John Cot-
ton, an eloquent minister in Boston, and nephew of Increase Mather,
the president of Harvard College, he assumed the responsible duties
of school-master in Marblehead when he was only nincteed yesxs of
age. With a sulary of fifteen pounds from the treasury of the
town, and with a school that “sometimes numbered seventy three
pupils,” for which he received, from parents and others, “a six-
pence and a groat per week for each seholar,”. his annual jucome
amounted to “fifty pounds in silver money.” He remained in the
town six years, following his profession with credit to himself and-
satisfaction 1o the inbabitants, making his home in the school-house
at times, and oceasionally boarding with the rhinister or other
prominent residents of the place. He became wurmly attached to
some of his young pupils; and one of these, whose “early death
filled a home with grief, extorted the following pathetic lines from
his pen, as u tribute to his memory, and which were doubtless de-
signed for the headstone of the young man’s grave :—

% Death is a tribute which by nature we
Are bound to pay unto mortality :
A lovely plant cropt in his tender years
Lyes here: a subject not of prayers but tears:
A youth who promist much, but awful death
Hath snateht him from us & bath stopt his breath:
And he's gone: yowll scarce his equal fing,
On all accounts few equals left behind.”

The town was deseribed at the time *as not much bigger than a
large farm and very rocky,” while the fishing business almost exelu-
sively engaged the attention of the inhabitants, being prosecuted with
great industry during the entire year. . :

The ferry continued to be the prineipal means of communication
between Marblehead and Salem. In 1678 it was leased by the Salem:
authorities for an annual rent of five shillings; in 1699, for eighteen
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shillings ; in 1704, for three pounds, and, -after that time, for five
pounds. - The fare for inhabitants of Salem was fixed at twopence,
and for othérs “what the Court of Sessions” may designate. The
bost was of sufficient capacity for the safe transportation of horses
‘and carriages, and the income derived from the lease was given to the
grammar school-master at Salem. .

The population of the town at this time was about one thousand,
and the principal public house was Jocated on the eastern slope of the
bill row known as “Bailey’s Fort,” near the corner of Beacon and
" Orne streets, and was called ® The Fountain Tavern.”

The greater portion of the houses of the inhabitants were built near
the coves, along the sea-shore, from “Peach’s Point” to the © Upper
Wharves,” and on the public ways now known as Beacon, Orne,

- Franklin, ‘Washington, and Front streets. The cove now occupied
by the “Upper Wharves” was called * Nick’s Cove,” and that where
the “Lower Wharves” are built was “Codnar’s Cove.” On the
shores of these coves were several “fishing stages,” or structures for
the laniding of fish. Josiah Codnar occupied the north side of the
cove bearing his name, while & man named Northey had a © fishing
stage” on the south side. The beach at the foot of the public way,
now known as State Street, was given to the town by a vote of the
“ Commoners” in 1662, as s public landing-place for the free use of
the inhabitants. Very few mechanics or tradesmen were located in
the town, and the inhabitants depended mainly on Salem to supply
calls for skilful workmen in the different departments of human labor.

For more thair thirty years, Mr. Cheever had served as the ordained
winister of the “First Church,” and for nearly fifty years he had faith-
fully labored among the people as their pastor. The church had been
removed from the *Old Burying Hill” to a lot opposite the lower end
of Washington Street, and the population bad so increased as to ren-
der the duties of the minister too exacting for his strength and years.
It was therefore resolved to secure a colleague for Mr. Cheever, and
among the candidates who sought for the position were two young
men, even then distinguished for piety, zeal, and eloquence, and both

{| giving promise of that great distinetion which each attained. )

Jobn Barnard was thirty-three years of age; had visited Eufppe;

and had served as.a chaplain in the English army; was clear, logieal,
and forcible as a speaker; a close observer of men, eminently practi-
cal in his suggestions and investigations, and earnest in his devotion
to the grent work to which he had consecrated his life.

Edward Holyoke was twenty-six years of age ; was a graduste from
Harvard College ten years before, and had prosecuted his studies
with great industry while serving as a tutor. He was distinguished
for his love of literature and mathematics, was personally attractive,
and remarkably eloquent as a preacher. :

Both earnestly-desired to win the office, bringing into requisition
all the powers of their genius and learning, to secure success, and
each won zealous friends among their listeners; but Barnard secured
2 majority of the votes and promptly accepted the invitation.

. The minority were disappointed, and, resolving to withdraw, organ~
jzed another church and invited the defeated candidate to become their

pastor. The invitation was acedpted, and thus was the © Second Con-
gregational Church* established in Marblehead. Both were ordained
and commenced their labors at nearly the same time, s new house
being erected for the church of Mr. Holyoke on the site now occu-
pied by that of the present society. - ’

While the controversy raged between the rival factions in the old
chureh, Mr. Francis Nicholson, a temporary resident of the town and
2 gentleman of wealth and education, being a zealous member of the

* Chuxch of England,” circulated a paper for subscriptions to a fund .

to be used for the erection of a church for the accomodation of those
who adhered to that form of worship. Mr. Nicholson secured £173
1o this manner, and, contributing £25 from his own means, the church
was erected and the Rev. William Shaw installed as the first rector.
The choice of John Barnard, ss the colleague of Mr. Cheever,
proved a wise step, not only for the church, but for the town also.
His practical wind was constantly seeking for knowledge, and sug-
gesting measures to improve the material prospects and fortunes of
the inhabitants, as well as to elevate the moral-and spiritual condition
of thg people under his charge. Winning the friendship of forcign
captains visiting the town for cargoes of fish, he lesrned the secrets
of their trafic, the markets they sought, and the profits that reswarded
their enterprise. These facts he communicated to some of his friends
and neighbors, and- he labored earnestly to indice them to export their
merchandise in their own vessels. He was unsuccessful for 2 time,
but at last Joseph Swett, “a young man’of strict justice, great indus-
try, enterprising genius, quick apprehension and ‘firm resolution, but

of small fortune,” listened to his statements and resolved to follow his

advice. He was suceessful beyond -his most sanguine expectations, -

and the prosperity that attended his enterprises induced others to fol-
low his example, till a trade with foreign countries was established
that, in a few years, made the town one of the wmost enterprising and
successful commercial ports in the New England Provinces.

The popularity of Mr. Barnard soon attracted a congregation that
filled his church, and, in a few years, it was found necessary to build
an addition to the south-east end of the “old meeting-house.” It was
designated by this name to distinguish it from the “new meeting-
house” oceupied by Mr. Holyoke and his pavishioners.

Full of years and honors, Mr. Cheever was at last called upon to
separate from his loving people and gifted colleague, and receive the
rich inheritance his years of faithfulness had so justly won. Blessed
with o vigorous and enduring constitution, which a long life of active
and laborious duty hardly impaired, he preached for fifty years with-
oul the loss of a single Sabbath; and when, at last, weary and ex-
hausted, he lay upon his dying bed, strong in the faith he had com-
mended to others, the spirit passed away without a single sign of
grief or pain. Near the site of the ancient chureh, they made his
grave, where now a time-worn slab of slate briefly tells the story of
his virtues and Christian service. :

The eloquence, learning, and zeal of Mr. Holyoke soon attracted
a large and admiring congregation, and his fame as a2 preacher steadily
increased with his years of faithful service. After twenty-one years
of devoted labor with his first and only parish, he was elected presi-
dent of Harvard College, and, accepting the high trust, performed its
responsible duties with honor and distinction for more than thirty
years.

While Mr. Cheever was the only minister in the place, every fam-
ily was taxed for his support; but, with the division of the ancient
Congregational Church, the town was divided into two parishes, the
inhabitants making their own choice of parish and pastor for the pur-
poses of taxation, while it was agreed, by a vote of the selectmen, to
exempt those who worshipped at the Episcopal church. .

All three churches were provided with bells, and the clock in th
tower of the “new meeting-house” noted the passing hours with &
fair degree of accuracy. With the increase of population and busi-
ness, more liberal provision was made for the education of the young.

Mr. John Coit was engaged to teach the children' ®to write and
cypher and to read the Buglish language and the Latin tongue,” at an
annual swlary of sixty pounds; bub three months demonstrated his
inability to meet the public wants, and Mr. Stephen Sewall became
his successor. This gentleman held the position three years, when
Mr. Richard Dana accepted the trust, at a salary of eighty pounds,
and performed its duties acceptably for eight years. Mr. Samuel
Stacey became the successor of Mr. Dana, and after four years of
service the admiration of his fellow-citizens found expression in a
vote to present him “fifty pounds over and above his regular salsry.”
The generosity of this gift will be better appreciate?i when it is
stated, that, only the year before, the impoverished condition of the
town, resulting from one or two years of unsuccessful business, moved
the inhabitants in public meeting to petition the General Court for
relief, by an abatement of the public taxes. : .

The establishment of a grammar scheol, managed by the best talent
to be found in the Province, appears to have been s special object of
public concern at this time, and although a petition to the General
Court for a_grant of unappropriated public Jands in aid of this wor-
thy object did not meet with the favor it deserved, yet the inhabi-
tants resolved to sustain it with liberality, in spite of private misfor-
tune and public distress.

No form of disease that afflicts humanity execited more dread and
horror than small-pox, previous to the discovery of Jenner; and the
intelligence that this form of pestilence had appeared in some neigh-
boring town would secure the public sanction of the most arbitrary
measures for non-intercourse with the aflicted community. As a
measure of prevention against its terrible ravages, inoculation had

been advised in hospitals located at a distance from’inhabited sections

of the country ; buf so great was the fear of the people, in view of
the bare possibility of infection, that public sentiment condemned the
proposition as a dangerous and desperate expedient. At one time
several persons designed to offer themselves as patients for such

-treatment in a distant hospital, but a vote of the town threatened

banishment for six months against all who should leave the town for
such a purpose. : '

-But few of the people. had ever been afflicted with the loathsome

disease, when intelligence was received that it had made its appear-

i\
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ance in Boston. .A fence was immediately built across the street,
near the entrance of the town, with a gate, securely locked, and four
men appointed to watch, night and day, with instructions to “restrain
strangers from entering the town from Boston,” and three months
after the guard was increased. During the month of October the
rumor spread from house to house that a young girl named Hannah
‘Waters was suffering with symptoms of the disease, and, a public
meeting being called, it was voted, that if these suspicions shonld be
confirmaed, she was “to be removed from the house of her mother to
the house of William Jones,” and a committee of five was chosen to
assist the selectmen, “with power to remove persons infected from
their homes and act in the emergency for the best interests of the
town.” Their worst fears were realized; in defiance of gates and
locks and guards, the pestilence now knocked at their doors; and,
while many sought safety in flight, those who remained adopted every
measure that wisdom or experience could suggest, to provide against
l| the common danger. Nurses attending cases were forbidden “to walk

the streets,” and all persons were authorized “to kill dogs running af

large.” But no measure of prevention could stay the rapid march of
the pestilence through the town, and. all who could claim exemption
from the contagion devoted themselves to the care of the sick and the
burial of the dead. The stores were closed and business ‘generally
suspended ; all communication with Salem and other -county towns
was forbidden; and, finally, but two members of the board of select-
men remained to discharge the duties of their official position. Under
‘the warrant of a justice of the peace, 2 meeting was called, and the
vacancies filled, and the justices entreated, by a vote of the town, to
assist the authorities in their labors.

For pearly one year the pestilence raged with unabated fury, for it
wis not. till September of the year following that the town was de-
clared to be free from the scourge and the inhabitants resumed their
usual avocations. .

The influence of- such men as Barnard and Holyoke was now mani-
fest in public affairs, exciting a more general interest in measures of
public- improvement, and securing-the adoption of laws for the better
government of the town. It was resolved to build *4 Town House
where the Goal and Cage now stand,” and during the following year
the building was finished, being fifty fect long, twenty feet wide, and
twenty-three feet stud. The first public meeting was held in the new
building Aug. 1, 1728.

A severe and destructive storm at this time made several breaches
in the beach at the head of the harbor, and, its entire destruction being
threatened, the General Court was petitioned to adopt measares for
its protection. This body, however, failed to respond promptly, and
the town finally appropriated two hundred und fifty pounds to make
the necessary repairs. During the same year the General Court
granted “a sum not exceeding two thirds of 2000 pounds™ for the
same purpose, and 2 “sea wall” was built, “about eighty rods in
length, six to ten feet wide and six to eight feet high,” at an expense
of seven hundred and fifty pounds.

A small almshouse had been erected near Pond Street,-and all per-
sens requiring public support were ordered to be removed there; but
the vote excited so much indignation that it was reconsidered at an
early day, and the selectuen authorized “to grant relief according to
their discretion.” ’

Petitions were presented to the General Court, asking for appropri-
ations to repair the fort; but the appeals were unheeded, and the citi-
zens finally instructed a committee to make such repairs at the expense
of the town, and one hundred snd fifty pounds was appropriated to
purchase ammunition. '

" Town by-laws were adopted at different public meetings, forbidding
the removal of ballast from the beach at the head of the harbor, or
throwing ballast into the harbor from vessels; requiring that all chim-
neys should be cleaned once every three months, as aprotection against
fire; forbidding “all Negrocs, Indians or Mulatto slaves ” the privilege

- of the streets after nineo’cluck i the evening ; forbidding “the gambleing

game called pitch-penny or any other ‘game in the streets, highways
lanes or alleys”; and prohibiting the practice of *sliding down hill on
sleds during the winter.” ' '

In 1721, the selectmen laid out the highway to the ferry, and, twelve
years after, o committee was chosen to meet a similar committee from
Sulem, and establish a boundary line between the two places.

In 1721, the province loaned £50,000 to the several towns, and
Marblehead received £1,130 of this loan. Trustees were appointed to
receive it, and were instructed to loan it to individuals who could fur-
nish good security “at not less than six per cent anuual interest.”
The income derived from this loan was two years after appropriated

to Mr. Cheoever a3 a portion of his salary. The trustees retained one

hundred pounds of this fund as compensation for their services, but this
unauthorized act excited so much controversy and indignation that they
finally submitted their ¢laims to arbitration, and were allowed sixty
pounds. : .

In 1727, the Province made another loan of £60,000 in ©bills of
credit” to the several towns, and the first meeting held in the new
town-house in 1728 was to appoint o committee to receive the town’s
proportion of this loan. Trustees were chosen to take charge of this
tund, and they were instructed to loan the money to individuals, *no
person to have more than fifty or less than twenty pounds, and bor-
rowers to give two good and sufficlent sureties.”

The duties of town clerk had been pexformed with fidelity and ability
for several years, and yet without reward; but finally the services
of this official were recogunized as worthy of compensation, and the
sum of ten pounds was appropriated for his salary. :

Benjamin Boden had filled this important position for a few years
when this action took place; and his knowledge and experience in
town affairs was fully appreciated by his fellow-citizens.

The selectmen had performed the duties of assessors from the early
history of the town; but it was finally resolved to create a separate
board of officers to discharge this duty, and three assessors were there-
fore duly chosen. The number selected did not appear to givé gen-
eral satisfaction, and at the adjourned meeting it was voted to increase
the number to six, and three additional members of the board were
chosen. When the choice of the town had been declared, Mr. Boden,
the clerk, deliberately walked out of the meeting, taking the town
records with him. A messenger was despatched to request his return,
but he positively refused to do -so, and the citizens, unwilling to pro-
ceed without the presence of their accomplished and efficient clerk,
voted to adjourn. The difficulty was afterwards compromised by one.
of the assessors elect declining to serve, and the election of the indig-
vant clerk to the vacancy thus created. - :

Mr. Isaac Mansfield became the successor of Mr. Samuel Stacey as
school-master, at a salary of seventy-five pounds, and three years after
the selectmen were authorized ©to treat with Mr. Peter Frye respect-
ing the lower part of the town house to keep a school on such condi-
tions as the Selectmen shall see fit.” -

The salary of Mr. Mansfield was inereased to one hundred pounds,
and a few years after reduced to sixty pounds, when he resigned.

Mr. Samuel Ashton became his successor, with an increase of twenty
pounds to the salary, and the selectmen were authorized *to employ
an Usher during the three winter months * if necessary. This school
was located in the upper part of the town-house.

" “The selectmen at this time recommended Mr. Peter Jayne as a gen-

tleman “of sober conversation and well fitted to use and exercise the
employment of teacher of children and youth to write and ¢ypher,” and,
thus commended, he did good service as an educator of youth for sev-
eral years in the lower part of the town-house.

A Mr. Williams was also recommended as 2 teacher, * to keep school
in the house of Joseph Roads in the upper part of the town.” The
private schools of Jayne and Williams flourished from patronage
bestowed by those whose means commanded especial. attention to the
educational wants of their children, and the generous provision fre-
quently made by gentlemen of wealth for the education of the promis-
ing sons of the poor. The names of Robert Hooper, an eminent
merchant, and John Barnard, the distingnished ‘pastor -of the First
Chureh, are mentioned as applying a portion of their income to this
noble and praiseworthy object. ‘

The large fishing intevest of the town, its increasing commerce, and
the exposed condition of its harbor, at a time when war was seriously
threatened between England and France, moved the inhabitants to
take prompt measures fox the better protection of the place. An ap-
propriation was made, by the town “to build a platform and provide
carriages for the guns in the fort,” and the mext yecar the Province
appropriated £550, to strengthen and perfect the defences of the place.
Joshua Orne, Joseph Swett, and Giles Russell were appointed to
receive the fuud, and, with a view to protect the treasure against
the possibility of private embezzlement, it was voted *that the trus-
tees deposit the money in one chest, with two different locks and
keys, the chest to be left in the charge of one, and -the keys to
be held by each of the others; and the chest not to be opened
except in the presence of all three gentlemen.” Orne and -Swett
declined to serve, and Thomas Gerry and Nathan .Bowen were
elected to fill the vacancies. A special committee was appointed
to receive the fund, apd, having done so, for some unexplained
reason, refused to transfer it to the trustees. For nearly two years
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it was the subject of contention, when it was finally paid to
the town treasurer, with an additional sum of £166, voted by the
Province for the same object. A committee of three was appointed
to secure the services of a * competent Engineer, to purchase neces-
sary materials, and exercise all other powers requisite ” for the prompt
completion of a fortification of sufficient strength for the protection of
the town. War having been declared between England and France,
Thomas Gerry was commissioned as the first commander of the forti-
fieation. During the next year, an additional appropriation of £925
was wade by the General Court, for the purchase of cannon and
ammunition.

Capt. Gerry proved to be an able and efficient commander, but he
was often sadly in want of the necessary means for 2 successful defence
of the place, in case of attack. With the guns badly mounted, the
platforms decaying, no military stores, and insufficient avmunition,
ke earnestly appealed to the town for appropriations to meet his wants,
but the destruction of taxable property, the general stagnation of busi-
vess, inerease of paupers, and heavy taxation denied the aid he
solicited. -

A petition for aid was prepared and sent to the General Court, in
which it was claimed that Marblebead, © as the chief seat of the fisheries,
.and important as a nursery for seamen bad 2 right to demand the con-
sideration and protection of the Provincial government”; that its
business was “the basis of a large export trade and largely consumed

- the produections of the farmer and home manufacturer”; that it * was
prosecuted with great uncertainty and risk, especially in time of war,
often entailing great loss of life and property, leaving widows and
fatherless children depéndent on the bounty and charity of their
more fortunate neighbors”; that « the French had already captured
many fishing vessels belonging to the place”; that “the town was
limited in territory, being = little more than two miles square, and so
rocky and barren that it was utterly impossible to employ its inhab-
itants in agricalture”; that “its harbor was well situated and com-
modious for navigation or the fisheries, yet open and easy of access
thereby exposing the vessels and other property of the inhabitants to
‘the ravages of the meanest invader.” ‘

While the petition did not receive the consideration it deserved, and

ot _thé old fort was néglécted, ignorance by the enemy of its defenceless

condition served as a protection to the town, and the war finally closed,
perinitting the citizens to again pursue thefr uncertain and hazardous
business. A town with narrow streets, crowded with wooden houses,
with unsafe chimneys and large open fire-places, in which wood alone
was used as fuel for all purposes, was constantly exposed to destruetion
by fire, and while the utmost vigilance of the entire population was in
continual requisition to prevent such a calamity, many of the citizens
favored the introduction of improved machinery for its better protec-
tion. The. question of purchasing a fire-engine now began to be
agitated, and a vote was finally passed to make the purchase, but
another meeting was soon called, the vote was reconsidered, and the
proposition finally defeated. The agitation of the subject continued,
however, and for six annual town-meetings the question was warnly
discussed, graduslly gaining favor, till at last the selectmen were in-
structed to purchase “a Fire Engine in London with the necessary pipes
and a dozen leather buckets at the expense of the town.”

Before this engine was received, Robert Hooper, a wealthy mer-

- chant, purchased a small engine, and presented it to the town, s6 that

the first fire-engine owned by the town of Marblehead was the gift
of a public-spirited citizen. The fire-wards were instructed to organ-
ize companies for both engines; but neither company was to exceed
nine men, and members were to be exempt from military duty and
public service, as hogreeves, constablegs.or tythingmen. “The regula-~
tion limiting the number of men wag afterwards modified so as to
permit an inerease of three men “for the larger Engine purchased by
the town,” and another regulation wa$ adopted, imposing a fine of
two shillings for neglect of duty, or absence from meetings, to be
divided equally between the town and the company. These regula-
tions were again modified, authorizing the fire-wards to exercise their
own discretion in relation to the number attached to each engine, and
they were instructed to agree with the members to serve for five
years, the men to be exempt from other public duties, as had been
specified ut a former meeting. . :

In accordance with these regulations, companies were promptly
secured, and the fire department of the town, thus organized, com-
menced that long - career of usefulness which has distinguished it for
more than a century. .

A town with large fishing and commercial interests, and with a
rapidly increasing population, afforded a ready and profitable market

for the provisions and farm produce of traders. from the neighboring
towns, and with a view to protect the inhabitants from the impositions

of~unscrupulons dealers, it was resolved to prepare the lower part of -

the town-house for a public market. Under the divection of the
selectmen, the necessary improvements were made, and Maj. Richard
Reed was appointed eclerk, and o salary of ten pounds was allowed
as a compensation for his services the first year. Suitable rules

were adopted for its government, and the regulations of trade by |

* Hucksters  during market-days.

“In view of the large number of poor and destitute and vagrant
and disorderly ” in the place, it was voted to erect an almshouse “on
that piece of ground called the negroes’ burying place, on the back
side thercof and that said house be 111 feot Jong, 22 feet wide, two
stories high and each story to be not over 7} feet with all necessary
appartments and accommodations for that use with suitable yards
fences &e.”

This building was erected dt an expense of five hundred pounds,
and was Jocated on Back Street, near the head of Pearl Street.
The selectmen were instruected to divide the town into five wards,
each ward to be under the supervision of & member of the board of
overseers. It was also voted “to set apart a portion of the new
almshouse, as a house of Correction for the restraint and punishment
of criminal offenders.”

The careful observer conld not fail to notice, at this time, the many
evidences of public improvement and individual enterprise which
marked it as one of the most thriving towns in the Province, and yet
its fisheries and commerce had so often suffered from the calamities of
war and the perils of the ocean as to excite, at one time, the earnest
protest of the inhabitants against increased taxation by the Province
authorities. From this petition, the information is derived that, dur-
ing the years 1755 and 1756, eleven fishing vessels, valued at £5,000;
with their crews of seventy men and boys, were lost at sea; that,
in 1757, an Embargo Act denied ‘them all access to the best markets
of the world for the products of their toil and enterprise; that unsne-
cessful voyages and large losses of cables and anchors in 1758
marked it as a disastrous year for the fishing business; and that these
successive years of misfortune were followed by another, in which
eleven "vessels, valued. at £5,500, were lost, with their crews of
seventy men, and eleven boys, leaving thirty-seven .widows, and
eighty-five fatherless childven. By these disasters, it was claimed
that more than oue-fifth of the whole fishing fleet belonging to the
place had been lost, and that their crews represented “nearly one

“fifth of the rateable polls belonging to the town.” These calamities,

besides filling homes throughout the town with grief and mourning,
and reducing men of substantial fortune to a condition of poverty,
imposed additional burdens on the tax-payers; for the numbers
demanding support from the town, through its public charities, were

so largely increased as to finally require £200 to meet this Wwant, or,

ong¢-fifth of the whole appropriation.

But there had been years of prosperity preceding thése, and a
steady improvement in the progress and condition of the town was
manifest. During these years, town scales were purchased, and
“placed in a situation favorable to those making sales of hay to the
inhabitants 75 a boundary line was established between Marblehead
and Salem; by-laws were adopted to prevent gaming in the streets
and highways, and compelling house owners to keep their chimneys
clean ; provision was made for the erection of a powder-house at the
expense of the town; swine were denied the freedom of the streets,
a liverty the hogs had enjoyed from the earliest settlement of the
town ; repairs on the highways were made, without special demands
for this service by delinguent tax-payers; an unsuccessful attempt
was made “to name the streets, lanes and allies”; the first town-

pump was established in one of the public’ wells, the town paying a |:
part of the cost; nine highways were laid out and duly recorded, and |

Pearl, Pond, and Darling streets are’ recognized as among the public

" ways accepted at that time. Awong the curious and amusing public

acts of the town, was one appropriating thirty shillings *to be spent
for a treat to the Constables at the house of Capt. John Stacey,” and
another directing that “no person shall keep or possess any dog or
dog kind, that shall measure more than twelve inches high from the
ground to the top of his shouniders.” The penalty for violation of
this law was twenty shillings for each offence.

Rapidly. recovering from the losses sustained by war and ocean
disasters, the town fairly rivalled all others in the Province in the
prosecution of commercial enterprises, and the acquisition of wealth
and population. ‘Where, fifty yeuars before, there was hardly a-family
of intelligence and refinement, but few mechanical trades represented,
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and a “rude swearing population,” the reproach of religion and mor-
ality, now there was & numerous body of enterprising merchants,
the owners of more than one hundred sail of fishing vessels, and
forty merchant vessels, manned with a thousand seamen, engaged in
profitable commerce with England, France, Spain, Portugal, and the
West Tndies; every mechanical trade necessary for the comfort and

convenience of the inhabitants, largely represented and profitably .

employed ; stores with full assortments of merchandise, inviting the
attention and patronage of purchasers from all the neighboring
towns ; public and private schools, superintended by teachers dis-

tinguished in their profession; clergymen, physicians, and lawyers |

honored and respected by the most eminent men of the day; well-
graded streets and avenues, reaching to the adjoining towns; private
residences that rivalled the most imposing structares of the Province
- in architecture and design, farnished with taste and elegance; com-
fortable homes for the prudent and industrious; and a.population
with comparatively few “to imitate the general rudeness, improvi-
dence and intemperance of a former generation.”
Patriotism was cherished and horored as a sacred sentiment by the
humblest citizen, and it found expression in loyalty to the British
throne whenever and wherever the rights and honor of the * Mother

Country” were assailed. The sucrifice of. commerce and business,.

and the increased taxation imposed, as a consequence of wars between
England and France, were checrfully accepted and endured, and
when William Pepperrell, the Kittery merchant, called for volunteers
to follow him to the walls of Louisburg, hundreds of Marblehead.
fishermen responded to the call, and participated in the glory of
that important achievement. N

No questicns of political inportance bad engaged the attention of
the people up to this time, for the American Colonies, while recog-
nized as a portion of the British Empire, had been left in 4 great de-
4| gree to manage their own affairs, and this had been doune without

- much controversy among those charged with the duty. of muking laws

for the different Provinces. i . ]

With a view to secure a revenue from these prosperous Provinces,
the British ministry finally. sceured the enactment of a law which pro-
vided that all important documents and papers authorized by the stat-
utes should be written or printed on paper bearing the government
stamp, and this law was designated as the “ Stamp Aect.” This “Act”
was to be enforced on or after the st of November, 1763, and the
representatives to the General Court weve instructed, at o meeting of
the citizens of Marblehead, held in September of that year, “to read-
ily join in such dutiful remounstrances and humble petitions to the
King and Parliament as shall have a tendency to repeal the Stamp
Act and secure the alleviation of the heavy burdens therehy imposed
on the British American Colonies: and that you do not give your as-
sent to amy act of the Assembly that shall imply the willingness of
your constituents to submit.to any internul taxes that are imposed
otherwise, than by the Great and General Cowrt of the Province
according to the Constitution of this government.”

The firm and united action of the Colonies in opposition to this
measure of taxation secured jts repeal the next year, and the intelli-
gence was received with every manifestation of joy and gratitude ; but
the passage of a new measure the year following, imposing a tax on
tea and other articles, and involving the same principle so obnox-
fous in the “Stamp Act,” again excited: the resentment and hostil-
ity of the people. The agitation for organized opposition to this
measure was commenced by the adoption of a ®Circular Letter?”
by the General Court, addvessed to the Provincial Legislatures of
the several Colonies, inviting a general convention of delegates for
consultation and eo-operation. The adoption of this «Letter” was
denounced by the friends of the ministry, as “a measure inflamma-
tory in its character, tending to ereate unwarrantable combinations
and to excite unjustifiable opposition to the constitutional anthovity
of Parliament: caleulated to revive unhappy divisions between Great
Britain and the American Colonies, and the treasonable work of a des-
perate faction misvepresenting the opinions and judgment of the peo-
ple.” The government demanded that the vote adoptivg the measure
“be rescinded,” baut this was refused by a vote nearly unanimous,
there being but 17 yeas in a vote of 109. The citizens of Marble-

head were prompt to repel the slunderous charges against the Assem- .

bly ; and, in town-meeting assembled, they declared it “to be their
duty as a people who would not tamely part with their rights and lib-
erties, to let the world know their sentiments” in regard to this mens-
ure of the General Cowrt, and they voted without a dissenting voice
“to return their sincerest thunks to the worthy 92 members of the
Iate Honorable House of Representatives of this Proviace, for their

steady resolution in adhering to the just rights and liberties of the
subject, when required to rescind the resolution of s former House
relating to the Cirenlar Letter sent to the other Provinces desiring
them to join in a dutiful petition to His Majesty.” Secretly advised
by Gov. Hutchinson that the presence of troops was necessary to en-
force the claims and demands of the governwment, a regiment of sol-
diers was landed in Boston. Thé presence of these soldiers only
excited a more determined resistance to the laws apd measures of the
British government, and when Joshua Orne and John Gallison were
elected as representatives to the General Court, their fellow-citizens
gave them very clear instructions for the regulation of their political
conduct. ‘

They were charged “to exercise their best powers to remove every
cause that tended to awe or control the freedom of debate in the
House of Representuatives: to promote every measure designed to
restore the confidence that formerly existed between the colonies and
Mother Country : to use their best exertion to refute the misrepresen-
tations made against this Provinee to the government at home : to use

‘all Jegal measures to have the authérs of these calumnies brought to

shame and punishment : to resist all demands requiring provision “for
expenses incurred by bringing troops into this Province, as the cause
of Justice has never been impeded nor the civil magistiate deprived
of the full and free exercise of his authority : to avoid every act tend-
ing to weaken the Union existing between the several British Colo-
nies, aud to promote every medsure caloulated to stremgthen and in-
crease it : to secure the appointment of some man of honor and integ-
rity, well acquainted with the-interests of the Colonies to act as
Provincial Agent, and to be careful that ‘he is provided with such
compensation at the public expense as shall be ample to sustain the
dignity of his office and render him independent 6f the favors of the
Court: that their support must be given to every rational schéme
designed to employ the labor of.the poor in every part of the Prov-
ince in manufactures or in any other way that may be useful to the
public: to secure the payment of the Governor’s Salary in monthly
or quarterly instalments: to oppose any measure designed to impose
an Excise duty on spiritous liquors, a$ the general trade of the Prov-
ince will thereby be injured, but failing in this design, seek to exempt

-all that masy be used or covswwmed in the Fishery: to make & strict

inquiry into the couduct of the officevs of.the Crown and see if the
impartial administration has not been greatly obstructed, and the
authority of the Prince and the right of the subject, has not been in
many cases trampled upon with impunity by high handed offenders
through their venality and corruption : not to allow by vote or resolu-
tion the claim of any power on earth to levy taxes on the people of
this Province for the purposes of revenue except the General Assem-
bly of the Province: and finally to embrace every opportunity of
wanifesting our allegiance to our rightful Sovereign King George the
Third : acknowledging the Supreme legislative authority of the Brit-
ish Parliament over the whole Empire, except the power of levying

| taxes on the Province for the purpose of Revenue: and endeavour to

wipe off that reproach for disloyaity and disobedience which has been
liberally cast upon us by malictous and malevolent persons at the same
time vindicating the just rights and privileges of your country from
the insults and desigos of wicked and arbitrary men.”

The dutics on all other articles except tea had been repealed; but
the people resolved neither to purchase nor use it while it was bur-
dened with the hated tax, and those who were not equal to the patri-
otic demands of the hour were denounced as unworthy- of respect
and confidence. o ‘

A chest of the condemned merchandise had been refused transpor-
tation by water from Boston, but the purchaser had secured 2 private
conveyance to bring it to the town. The fact was made known on
the evening that it was received, and the indignaut citizens demanded
its removal to Boston on the following duy, to which the owner gave
a reluctant conseat. A person was employed to exceute the will of
the people, and the contraband package, well covered with patriotic
mottoes, was placed on an open wagon, and, having been escorted
through the streets by large numbers of men and boys, was finally
returned to Boston. .

Marblehead, at this time, had nearly sixty merchants engaged in
foreign trade, and they assembled at the * Buneh of Grapes Tavern,”
and sigaed a non-importation agreement, “to be observed untill’ the
American Revenae Acts should be repealed.” Four business firms,
however, refused to sign, and they were condemned in the public
newspaper as “sordidly preferring their own interest to that of the
public good.” -Resenting the reproaches of their fellow-citizens,

they replied indignantly, and a sharp correspondence was continued
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between the two parties for three or four weeks, till finally the pat-
riotic merchants again assembled at the same famous tavern, and

voted, that “they be looked upon as blindly preferring the chains of |

slavery to our most valuable inheritance, English Liberty.”

Soon after, a town-meeting was held to consider this matter, and
voted, “that the determination of the merchants of Marblebead to
unite with those of Boston, and the other maritime towns of the
Province in an agreement of non-importation was a praiseworthy
act and well calculated to sustain the measures of that Assembly
which had so gloriously distinguished itself as the watchful guardian
of invaluable rights and liberties: that inasmuch as other measures
had failed to procure the repeal of the acts complained of, it was the
duty of the citizens of the town as friends of their country and as
freemen to sustain the merchants of Marblehead, and to prevent by
every legal means the importation of British goods into the town,
except those not prohibited till & general importation should be per-
mitted : that any person wilfully disregarding the agreement of the
merchants and the remonstrances of their fellow citizens should be
regarded as an enemy to his country, aud unworthy of public patron-
age or private association: and that the recent lawless act of an
ignorant and bloody soldiery in shooting down peacéable citizens in
the town of Boston provolked the resentment and indignation of the
citizens of this town, and they were ready with their lives and inter-
est at all times to support the civil authority of the Province in bring-

ing to justice all such high-handed offenders against the wholesome laws |

of the land.” At the same meeting, a committee was appointed “to
draw up an agreement against the use of India tea and to present the
same to the inhabitants of the town for their signatures,” and all per-
sons refusing to sign the-agreement were to be regarded “as unfriendly
to the community,” and their names wer® to be reported for record in
the office of the town clerk. The town was faithfully canvassed in

- obedience to this vote, and-the entire adult population signed the

agreement, with the exception of “six males and four fewnales,”
The few merchants in Marblehead who had refused to sign the “non-

importation agreement” respected the wishes of their fellow-citizens .

so far as to import only such merchandise as was permitted by the
terms of the “agreement”; but in Boston, where the royal authority
was protected by the bayonets of British soldiers, a few were found

engaged in wmercantile pursuits who safely defied the public sen-.

timent of the whole Province. One of these, named McMasters,
on one occasion came to Marblehead, but within an hour from the
time of his arrival he was served with 2 written notice, signed by El-
bridge Gerry, informing him that his “hase conduct” was known to
the inhabitants of the town, and a speedy refreat would alone save
him from “ the just resentment of the people.” It was cight o’clock
in the evening when McMasters read this significant notice, and he
left the town without further delay. During the wars between-France
and England, the able-bodied men of the town had heen organized,
under competent military authority, into companies for defence, and
some of these had seen active service in expeditions against the ene-
my. These companies were formed into a regimental organization,
under the command of Jacob Fowle, a distinguished merchant, and, the
last time it paraded with him as its commander, was said to have a
thousand men in the ranks and present a handsome appearance.” He
died before the close of .the year, after serving as its comwmander
for eighteen years, and was buried with military honors.

In no place were public measures affecting the trade and govern-

nent of the Colonies now watched with greater vigilance than in Mar-
blehead ; and acts conflicting in the smallest degree with chartered
privileges as well as coustitutional rights, and which under other cir-
cumstances may have been aécepted without opposition, were freely
discussed and boldly denounced. Thus, a government measure de-
signed to make the judges of the *Superior Court” independent of
colonial appropriations, and to provide for their salaries directly from
ti}e: treasury of the British Government, provoked a meeting of the
citizens ; and in a long series of bold and manly resolutions, they pro-
tested most eloquently against this and other political wrongs. Be-
fore the close of the mecting, it was resolved, in response to the
vitation of the patriotic citizens of Boston to appoint a Committee
of Grievances,” and Azor Orne, Elbridge Gerry, Joshua Orne, Thomas
Gerry, John Nutt, John Glover, and William Doliber, were chosen
as that committee. The. sentiments expressed in the resolutions
adopted at this meeting excited the fears of a few, and a protest,
signed by twenty-nine merchants and prominent citizens of the town,
appeared in the columns of the *Salem Gazette,” ten days after, in
which it was declaved that * the charges against the King are rash and
Incousiderate ; that not more than twenty persons voted on the prop-
33

ositions ; that the action did not fairly express the sentiments of the
citizens ; and that some of those who voted did not fully realize the
danger of the sentiments to which they had subscribed.” The action
of the meeting was ably defended in a subsequent issue of the paper,
and at the adjourned meeting of the town a proposition, that “the re-

_solves and ' proceedings of the previous session be confirmed,” was

passed, with only five dissenting votes.

At this time the first report of the *Committee of Grievances”
vras submitted, approving a pamphlet entitled the * State of Rights of
the Colonies.” The committee reported,  that the record of violated
rights which it contained was in accordance with the public sentiment
of the town, and with a view that every one qualified to vote in town
affairs should have a correct understanding of the tendency of these
violations in their relations to himself and family, it is recommended
that one of these Pamphléts be preserved by the Town Clerk and that
it be read annually at the commencement of each March meeting till
their grievances are redressed, not only for the purposé mentioned,
but to inform posterity (should our rights and liberties be preserved)
how much it is indebted to many eminent patriots of the present day ;
and also that the names of the Honorable John Hancock, who was
Moderator of the meeting which originated the State of Rights; of the
Honorable James Otis, Mr. Adams and Doctor Warren and other

‘members of the committee which reported then, be recorded in the

Books of this town as great Supporters of the Rights and Liberties of.
this Province, and gentlemen who do much honor and service to their
country.” A circular letter was also adopted, addressed to the citi-
zens of Boston, thanking them for their wisdom and courage; “ which
merits and receives the respect and gratitude of the town of Marble-
head,” and closes with the eloquent declaration ©that a determined

. resolution to support the Rights confirmed to us by the Great King of

the Universe, engages the minds of this people, and we apprehend
that all who atteémpt to infringe upon them are wickedly violating the
sacred statutes of Heaven ; and-for the honor and glory of our Supreme
Benefactor, for our own welfare and the welfare of posterity we desire
to use the blessings of Liberty and Property with prudence and thank-

fulness, and to defend them with intrepedity and steadiness.”

The consignment of cargoes of tea by the Bast India Company to

certain Boston merchants moved the . citizens to assemble again in
town-meeting ; and opening the meeting with prayer by the Rev. Wil-
liam Whitwell, the popular pastor of the © North Church,” they again
considered their political rights, and recorded a noble protest against
this new device of the government and its agents to compel them to
accept an article of merchandise universally rejected by the people.
An attested copy of these proceedings, as expressing the public
sentiment of the town, was directed to be sent to the authorities of
Boston, and, nine days after, the tea was taken from the vessels and
thrown into the waters of Boston Harbor. ) :

Other subjects, however, had a share of the public attention dur-
ing these years of political agitation. The public schools had been
under the supervision of the selectmen since the town had first
taken action in regard to this important matter ; but finally a commit-
tee was chosen, and designated as “ School Trustees,” with authority
to inquire into the condition of the sechools, to ascertain the probable
number required for the proper education of the youth belonging ‘to
the town; to determine what children should be educated at the pub-

‘lic expeuse, and to adopt such regulations as may be deemed expe-

dient for the government of the schools. At the adjourned meeting
it was voted to establish three additional schools, * for the purpose of
teaching reading writing and arithmetic,” and the sum of £330 was
appropriated for educational purposes. A few months after this, the
trustees reported,  that in obeffience to the vote of the town, three
new schools had been established,” and the gentlemen selected as
teachers were mentioned as * Messrs Jayne, Phippen and Ashton”;
that these schools each contained “ about 8C males and nearly as many
females,” as pupils; that “Mr. Jayne’s school was in good order be-

"ing accommodated with a suitable room,” but that the other schools

were so badly erowded as to peril the health of the scholars, and de-
feat the educational system contemplated by its friends. A meeting
of the legal voters was called to consider the subject, but failing to
make the necessary provision for the better accommodations of the
public schools, the trustees resigned, and a new board was -elected.
The public schools, thus neglected, languished ; while private schools
in all parts of the town flourished, three having been successfully es-
tablished within one year after this unfortunate action of the town.
The subject was, however, persistently agitated, till finally a vote
was secured appropriating two hundred pounds for the erection of
“two school houses.” Up to this time, a regulation had been en-
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forced, requiring that “ children should read from the Testoment,” as
a qualification for admission to the public schools; and an investiga-
tion mide during that year revealed the fact that 122 children, the
offspring of the poor, were denied. access to the schools by the reg-
ulation, The town promptly voted that these, and all other children,
.whose parents or guardians were unable to provide for the necessary
primary education, should be taught at the public expense, and one
hundred pounds was appropriated for this special purpose:: Thus
were the public primary schools founded, and have coutinued, with
brief interruptions, till the present time, as a part of our system of
public education. '
The town clock, whieh had been procured by private subscription,
and had been placed in the tower .of the “New Meeting-House,”
where, under the care of Mr. Nathan Bowen, it had menasured time
with a fair degree "of accuracy for severil years, was not favorably
located for the convenience of many of the inhabitants, and an nasue-
cessful effort was made for its removal. A few years after, another
clock was purchased and placed in the tower of the Episcopal church.
The First Parish and Chureh, founied by Walton and organized by
Cheever, was now-called upon’ fo part with its third pastor. Few of
its members remembered the controversy which resulted in his settle-
ment and the division of the ancient parish 5 and now that John Barn-
ard was dead, the universal grief, that found expression in the homes
of affluence and poverty alike, was a fitting tribute to the services and
worth of a great and good mah. When he assumed the duties of his
office the pluce was. little more than s fishing village; with a rude and
unlettered population, when the misfortunes of a single season- often
threatened every home with the severest trials of poverty ; while now,
- the evidences of wealth and refinement were to be séen on every hand, in
the midst of 4 large population honorably and usefully emwployed, and

the wondrous change could be justly attributed to his active influence -

more than any other inhabitant of the town. To wisely minister to
the wants of the.poor he studied ‘the science of medicine,.and prac-
tised .successfully ‘without fee or reward; to develop the resources
- 6f"the town he learned the secrets of commercial traffic, and encour-
aged his friends and neighbors to engage in enterprises that were
prosecuted with great success and profit’; interested in naval architect-
ure, he studied its principles and produced models that were the
admiration of wmaster shipwrights; a steady and consistent friend of
education, he for many years annually provided for the schooling of
two or three children of the poor from his own limited means; récog-
nized as a preacher of learning and ¢loguence among the churches of
New England, he delivered the first “ Dudleiun lecture” at Cambridge
which wus ever published; free from the spirit of intolerance and
bigotry, and true t6 the teachings of ‘the * Golden Rule,” the objects

of bis Christian 16ve and charity were to be found in every walk and’

condition of life; of tall and commanding presence, he moved among
the people in his daily walks loved and honored by all, and, dying at
the ripe age of fourscore years and eight, ho was universally lamented
by a people he had faithfully served for more than half a century.

At a time when it was said that “more than five thousand ” of the

population of the town had never been exposed to the contagion of
the small-pox, the inhabitants were greatly excited with the intelli-
gence that “two persons in one house were recovering from the
dreaded disease who had been freely visited by others.” The most
efficient measures were taken to prevent the spread of the pestilence ;
all dogs in the town were ordered to be killed, and the selectmen
were authorized to seize whatever buildings might be required for
hospital purposes. The prorapt and efficient measures taken by the
authorities to prevent its spread appear to have been effectual; and
soon after, the people of the neighboring towns were officially notified,
through the columns of the county newspaper, that those disposed to
visit the town could do so safely, as “the disease was confined to the
house where it originated, and all other cases had been removed to
the -back side of the town about a mile from the Market House.”
Rejoicing in their escape, this sudden and unexpected visitation was
not without its lessons of warning.. It had been demonstrated that
inoculation was the only reliable measure of precaution, and that cases
thus treated, under the direction of competent physicians and the care
of experienced nurses, in nearly every instance recovered. At a
meeting of the town a proposition was made to build a hospital for the
treatment of cases in this manner, and, although the proposition was
defeated as a public measure, consent was voted that a private com-
pany may establish such an institution © on Cat Island,” providing that
the General Court and town of Salem should grant permission.’
Salem readily granted its consent; and the General Court, in response
.to a petition numerously signed by citizens of Marblehead, Salem,

~Judierouns appearance.”

and Beverly, granted the requisite-atthority. An attempt was made
to organize a.large company, but, proving uwsuccessful, Elbridge
Gerry, Azor Orne, John Glover and Jonathan Glover, concluded to
engage in the enterprise, and purchased the island and necessury ma-
terials for the erection of the hospital. Probably no equal number of
citizens in the town possessed so large a share of public confidence or
exercised a greater personal influence at this time than thc?se _namefl;
but they were unable to allay the fears or silence the eriticism which
their action excited, and a town-meeting voted to *rescind” the vote
whereby the consent of the town was given to erect the building.
Aunother meeting was called, at which the proprietors proposed to
abandon the contemplated enterprise, providing the towa would pur-
chase the building materials; but this proposition was refused, and
they then resolved to go on with their work. A large two-story
building was erected, with accommodation for one hundred patients,
and Bartholomew Juckson, 2 skilful and popular physicianin the town,
was appointed as superintendent. One hindred and three patients
soon after entered the hospital for treatment, and in due time were
all returned in safety to their homes. A second and third body of
patients, each quite as large as the first, and representing some of the
most respectable families in the town, were treated with the same re-
sult ; and the success of the institution was so well established as to
influence the citizens of Salem to establish another hospital in a differ-
ent locality. i

The opposition, however, continued to increase, and the “hoatman”
having violated one of the town regulations for Janding patients, an
angry crowd drove him from the shore, compelling him'to Jand his
passengers at &' point remote from the houses; soon after this,
the boat was destroyed. At the same time, articles of clothing had
been stolen from the island, and the night-watchmen who were em-
ployed at the hospital discovered four men in the act of stedling; the
thieves mude all haste for their hoat, but were so. hotly pursued on
land and water as to throw away the greater part of their plunder to
facilitute their escape ; but their identity was fixed béyound question.
The péxt day the four thieves were secured and taken to Market
Sguare, were each well covered with tar and feathers, placed in a rude

cart, “facing each other,” a mob numbering at least one thousand men

and boys, with five drums and a fife escorted them to Salem, where
a large body of the citizens met the strauge procession, and accom-
panied it through the streets of that town for an-hour or more. The

four objects of public indignation, it was said, © presented a corsic and |
They returned in a fow hours, and the mob -

dispersed. . )
“-Duyring the treatment of the third body of patients at the hospital,

it was discovered that twenty-two persons had taken the diseases, and |

such public indignation was excited by this calamity that the pro-

“prieturs agreed to close the place, and receive no more patients. A

committee was appointed by the town to visit the island, and carefully
disinfect all articles; but, one of the proprietors being present,.and
objecting to any iuterference with the beds, excited the suspicion that the
place would again be used as = hospital after the excitement had
ceased. The building was now occupied by the steward and his fam-
ily, and the town committee, cleven persons in all, and on the night of
Jan. 26, 1774, the immates were aroused by the cry of fire, and found
the hospital ‘in flames. The building, with its contents, and a barn
adjoining, were totally destroyed, at an estimated loss of £2,000.
Twenty men, completely disguised, were suid to be the perpetrators
of the outrage. The proprietors and their friends were.indignant,
and so were the people oun the other side of the question, and such
threats of violence made as to call for the appointment of a com-
mittee by the General Court to try and reconcile mutters. Two men
were finally arrested, charged with being concerned in the destruction
of the property, and were conveyed to the jail in Sulem by the sheriff,
for safe-keeping. Soon after their imprisonment, soall bodies of men
from Marbleheud reached the vicinity of the prison, and the numbers
constantly increasing, excited apprehensions that s rescue would be
atterpted, and the magistrates appenled to the military for aid to pre-
serve the peace.
standing the signal, with such implements as could be found, com-
menced a furious assault on the prison. In a few minutes the doors
were broken down, the prisoners rescued, and eséorted back to Marble-
head by five hundred of their follow-townsmen. Reaching the town,
the mob dispersed, but re-assembled in the evening, and extorted an
upwilling promise from the proprietors that they would abundon all
further prosecutions. The sheriff, however, resolved that he would
secure his prisoners, and, through his deputies, ordered four or five

hundied citizens of Sulem to’assemble in “Sechool Street,” with arms, |

“The drum beat to arms,” when the erowd, under-
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and ammuuoition, on the following Monday, and accompany him to
Marblehead to secure the rescued prisoners, and the leaders of the
mob. I the mean time, the sheriff was notified that Jarge numbers
of the citizens of Marblehead were arming, and that six or e1<rht hun-
dred resolute men had resolved to defend their fellow-townsmen with
their lives. In this critical situation of affairs, the proprictors were
ivduced to relinguish all claims on the sheriff or county, and peace
was finally restored.

The *Committee of Grievances,” or ®of Correspondence,” as it
was sometimes called, and the committee at Boston charged with the
same duties, established the most intimate relations between the two
towns. As the merchants of both places were among the most deter-
mined to import no merchandise from Great Britain burdencd with a
tax, so, at & later day, they resolved * to suspend «ll commercial rela-
‘tions with the Mother Country if the public good required.” The
agents of the government officials were sometimes exceedingly adroit
in devising: pL\ns and measures to excite discord among the patriotic
colonists, and commit good men o sentiments inconsistent with their
previous declarations and action. The restgnation of Gov. Hutehin-
son was an event which was improved for such a purpose. A few
friends prepared a flattering address to the retiring official, and had it
cireulated through the Province for signatures. This declared that
the public g O‘Oud was the mark” which the governor “had ever arrived
at in his admmlatratlon,” and that this Judnment was sustained by the
opinions “of dispassionate thinking men,” and that the exemption of
fishermen from the hospital-tax was alone due to his friendly repre-
sentativns and efforts.

This address was signed by thirty-three citizens of Marblehead, and
its publication in the county newspaper excited public mdwn.stmn,
and 2 call was issued for a town-meeting $o take the matter into con-
sideration. The resolves adopted at the meeting declared “that the
Address was injudicious, unwise and insulting to the General Court
of the Pr ovmce, and to those who were the fellow citizens and neigh-
bors of the signers; that it was designed to destroy the harmony of
the town in its’ public affuirs ; that it needlessly agitated questions
which may lead to the imposition of additional burdens; that it was

false as it was malicious” ; and that its signers should only be forgiven -

and restored to the confidence of their fellow. citizens by a *public
re-cantation of the sentiments contained in the address.” * Oune of the
offenders requested {orgiveness at the meeting, while all but ten pub-
licly “recanted” thhm a few weeks,. elthex in town-meeting, or
through the columns of the newspaper. Two of them wished *that
the addvess bad been to the devll before he had either seen it or-
signed it.”

Thoma:. Gage, an able and’ eﬂiuent officer, who was in chief com- "

mand of ‘the
Hutchinson.

Col. John Gullison, the successor of Towle as commander of the
Marblehead regiment, was chosen as representative to the General
Court, and the meeting which honored him with its choice passed
instructions for his direction and counsel, in which the revenue meas-
ures of the British government ave again ably discussed, and aggres-
sive measuares, like the *Boston port bill,” are warmly denounced.
They close with the sentiment, *that no man on earth can pronounce
these measures right, and Heaven ifself, that Grand ‘Court to which
all earthly ones must be suhservient, will, we confidently. bope, forbid
their execution. Do the minions of power tell us that not to submit,
is death? We reply that in our oplmou to submit is infinitely worse.
than death.”

The “Committee of Correspondence” was now hxrgely mcreused,
and active measures taken, to defeat, as far as possible, the operations
of the “Boston port bill,” which closed that port against all foreign
commerce, and permitied only the entrance. of coasters, after having
been searched, and- placed in charge of 3 government official at Marble-
head. The public and private property of the town, the town-house,
and other public buildings,sthe wharves and storehouses of .the mer-
chants, were generously offered for the free use of the merchants of
Boston in this. emergency. A cominittee of six citizens was appointed
to solicit su >s<r1ptlons and contrxbutwna to relieve the necessities of
the poor in Boston, and, st one time, ¢
fish and & cask of ol were sent.”

A committee was appointed by the town to consult with the cler, fry—
men, and advise them, with the consent of their churches, “to appoint
a day of Fasting and Prayer,” in view of the *grievious situation of
affairs thlouﬂhout America.” The government authouties now resolved
“to suppress town meetings and the citizens were forbidden to
assemble éxcept for the choice of Town officers in March and to pro-

ritish fovces in America, became the successor of

“eleven cart loads of Jamaxcx 1

vide for necessary town expenses without a special license from the

Governor.” * The © Committee of Correspondence” were instructed to

notify other towns in the county, and advise the establishment of

county delegate conventions, to devise and adopt such measures as
may be deemed expedient for the common weltave.

A company of “British Regulars” were stationed on the Neck, to
enforce compliance with this and other arbitrary regulations ; but their
presence was ineffectual either to prevent public meetings or silence
the patriotic utterance of the citizens. -The officers of the militia were
notified, by town authority, that the public guod required that every
man in their different commands should be properly equipped, accord-
ing to the requirements of the Province laws, and that four times each
week the men should be mustered for a two hours’ drill in the manual
of arms, and military movements. The week following this action,
the selectimen were instructed “to deposit the town’s stock of powder
in a place of safety where it would be secure for future use.”

Azor Orne and Jeremish Lee had beea appointed by the town to
represent its interests in the ©Old Continental Congress,” called to
meet in Philadelphia during the mouth of September, 1774, and
Elbridge Gerry was afterwards chosen as an additional delegate ; but
each represented that the condition of their private affuirs would pre-
vent their acceptance of the important trust confided to them by their
fellow-citizens. “They were then requested to select one of their num-
ber for this important service, and were authorized to draw on the
town treasury for all necessary expenses. Elbridge Gerry was finally
prevailed upon to accept the office, and was thus “authorized to act in
the most important convention that had ever assembled to consider the
difficulties between the Colonies and the mother country. With the
public mind constantly agitated by numerous and continued acts of
aggression against the Chartered privileges of the Province and
the constitutional rights of the people, and a company of *regulars”
stationed within a mile of the © Town House ” to enforce these ¢ acts, it
was impossible to preserve the public peace at all times, and prevent
personsal altercations between the citizens and solders; and when it
was announced that Capt. Merritt, 2 valued.and respected citizen, had
been dangerously wounded by a soldier during one of these disputes,
the desire to exterminate the hated reoalarb was almost universal.
" The citizens were bastily assembled to e\pxess their indignation ; but
the public resentment was somewhat modified by the official declara-
tion, that the act of the soldier was condemned by the officers in com-

mand, and the promise that the offender should be punished with “five
hundred lashes,” as a penalty for the outrage. Still, the presence of
British soldiers was regarded as a menace “to their cherished rights,
and measures deswned to drive them from the town were promptly
adopted. With thxs object, a committee was appointed to coue~pondv ]
with similar committees to -be chosen by other towns, to prevent, if
possible, the sale of supplies to the soldiers: such as “lumber, spars,
‘pickets, straw, bricks or any other mmterial whatever, except such as
- may be absolutely required to sustain life.” Members of the regiment
had been advised to drill- frequently, to acquire proficiency Tn the
manual of arms, and battalion movements; and it was now recom-
mended by a vote of the town, that each membei secure "2 good fire
arm and bayonet, a pouch and knapsack and thlrty rounds. of ball
cartridge,” and select such persons for officers “as were known to be
friends to their country.” The officers had received their commissions
frorn Hutchinson or Gage, and it was declared, that those aho con-
sidered it a duty to execute the orders of the governor, “ while he was
seeking the ruin and slavery of ihe Pwvmce, would be regarded as
comnmtm«y “acts of hostility against the Liberties of America,” and
the town therefore requested all such officers to publish * their resig-
nations in the public newspaper.” The inhabitants of the town were
earnestly entreated *to preserve their ammunition, and not to e\peud
the same, except in defence of their King and Country’s Liberties”;
and it was also advised that “no kind of wild fowl, or other game, be
purchased which has been obtained at the expense of powder ? and
every one was urged “to discontinue its unnecessary use.”

Thé officers of “the regiment promptly comphed with the evpressed 1
wish of their fcllow~cmzens, and the thanks of -the town were voted
to “Samuel Trevett, Nathaniel Lindsey, Ebenezer Graves, Capt. John
Glover, Capt. Thomas Pedrick, Capt. John Prince, Richard Pedrick,
Nuthaniel Holder, Valentine Tedder, Joshua Prentice, John Stimpson,
James Doake, William Bartoll, and James Merritt,” for their com-
pliance with the wish of -the town.

It was not the intention of the citizens, however to permit the
regiment to disband, and, in the absence of- all oiher recognized
authorxty, the town deliberately voted fo issue the necessury commis-
stons lo officers, and thus preserve the organization.
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Convinced that the regiment would be required at an early day “to
assist in defending the Charter and Constitution of the Province as
well as the Rights and Liberties of America,” it was deemed impor-
tant that the organization “should be properly -disciplined and in-
structed in the arts of war,” and considering that those who should be
called as “the first to take the field” would be required to devote
their time to this preparation without delay, it was resolved as ©both
just and reasonable that they should be rewarded for their services.”
The sum of £800 was therefore cheerfully granted,” as an appro-
priation fo meet this expense, and Capt. James Mugford was ap-
pointed as “ Paymaster for the detached Militia or Minute Men,” with
instructions to honor all drafts for the purpose named, suthorized by
a committee of the town, consisting of Thomas Gerry, Joshua Orne,
and Richard Harris. The committee was instructed to allow a com-
pensation of “2 shillings per day to each private, to Sargents, Clerks
Drummers and Fifers 4 shillings, First-Lieutenants 4 shillings 8 pence
and Captains 6 shillings”; a service of four hours each day was
required, but compensation was only to be allowed for three days in
each week. :

These measures excited the astonishment and anger of “ tory sympa-
thizers,” and although their numbers were small, yet, relying on the
power of the government to crush all attempts at armed resistance,
they ridiculed the bold action of their neighbors, or entreated them to
discountenance conduct that could only end in disaster to their cause,
and the ignominious death of every leader. But this only provoked
the warm resentment of their fellow-townsmen, for they publicly de-
nounced them as “ foes to American Liberty, the minions and creatures
of power,” attempting “to ruin and enslave their country, because
they were lost to Justice Truth and Humanity ”; that they weve
“ Ministerial tools and Jacobites”; that it was * criminal to indulge
them in their wickedness ”; and a committee was instructed “to re-

| port their names to the town, that it may take effectusl measures for .

either silencing them, or expelling them from the community.”

In the mean time, the company of ®British Regulars * had been
withdrawn from the town, but the resolute conduct of its citizens, in
the enforcement of patriotic measures, influenced Gov. Gage to send
the “Sloop of War Lively mounting 20 guns,” to the harbor, to
restrain the inkabitants from action which was denounced as treason—
able. This vessel remained in the harbor about tswo months, and the
officers were iustructed to search all _vessels coming into the harbor,
and seize all arms and ammunition which might be discovered. !
. In the performance of this duty, a vessel containing *» chest of
arms, had been coripelled to anchor near the Lively,” and ilthough a
vigilant watch was kept on the prize, yet six young men, led by
Richord-R. Trevett, conceived and executed the bold plan of boarding
the vessel on a very dark night, and securing the muskets. The cap-
tain of the “Lively” called on the town suthorities for the return
of the property, and although a meeting was called, and search made,
yet the muskets could not be found. ’

Soon after this event, on o quiet Sabbath day, a vessel sailed into
the harbor, and landed 246 British Regulars on Homan’s beach.”
Having “loaded their guns,” they marched through the town, and out
on the road to Salem, accompanied by hundreds of young men,
curious to learn the purpose of this untimely visit. The story of
the expedition, and the defeat of its purpose at North Bridge in Salem,
needs no repetition here; but when, in the early shadows of the even-
ing, the disappointed commander led his soldiers back through the
town, and was obliged to march by the Marblehead regiment, “drawn
up in line and fully armed,” he fully realized that if the conflict had
commenced at the * North Bridge,” but few of the officers and men
would have ever reached the vessel again in safety.

In view of the threatening condition of public affzirs, the owners
of fishing vessels were advised, by vote of the town, to delay prepa-
rations for the usual “spring fares.” The stirring events which soon
followed confirmed the wisdom of this advice, for on Saturday, the
20th of April, the town was agitated as it had never been before, by
the exciting news of the fight at Lexington, and the ingloripus retreat
of the British regulars along the country roads from.Congord to Bos-

ton. The company of artillery commanded by &eﬁ'&b‘d R. Trevett
marched to “the old meeting house” on the following day, and lis-
tened to a sermon from the Rev. William Whitwell, whose text for

the occasion “ was the 15th verse of the 98th Chapter of the Second -

Book of Chronicles.”
The next day recruiting officers marched through the streets, with
droms and fifes, inyiting enlistments for the * Continental Army,” and

four days afterwards orders were received directing the return” of the
“Sloop of War Lively to Boston.”

During these exciting eveuts, the town and Province suffered a loss
in the death of Jeremiah Lee, which was universally deplored as a
public misfortune. . .

He early became distinguished among the merchants of the Prov-
ince as a gentleman of rure .business sagacity and emergy, and his
business enterprises, prosecuted with great perseverance and industry,
soon won for him a princely fortune, It was during these days of
prosperity that the imposing structure now owned and occupied by
the Marblehead National Bank Corporation was erected by him as a
private mansion. It was doubtless one of the most costly and attvac-
tive homes at that time in the whole Province; and the graceful pro-
portions of the building, its capacious hall, the mahcgany staircase,
the ingenious carvings, its historical paper-hangings, and spacious par-
lors, were the pride and admiration of that time, as they are the |
wonder of our own. The earliest measures adopted by his fellow-
citizens fo resist the unjust claims of the mothey country found in
him a warm and earnest suppoxter; and, with the large majority of
his countrywen, he believed that these measures would finally secure
the repeal of the acts they condemned and resisted. With o business
demanding the larger share of his time and attention, he probably
gave but little time to the consideration of politics, and when these
mmeasures had ot only proved ineffectual, but had provoked a harsh
and cruel policy towards the Province, and his fellow-townsmen not
only denounced the British Ministry, but charged the King himself
with weakness, he hesitated, and protested agaivst the expression of
such sentiments as treasonable and revolutionary.

This separation from the great wajority of his fellow-citizens was
brief, however ; for in a short time he engaged in the controversy with
renewed zeal, and nobly sustained every mensure designed to vindicate

the claims of the Colonies. As the moderator of important'town meet-

. ings, as a town officer in varions capacities, as a representative from

the town in the General Court, and as @ ‘member of the Province
“ Committee of Safety and Supplies,” he rendered faithful public ser-
vice. His distinguished townsmen, Azor Orne and Elbridge Gerry,
were also members of the same important committee, and all three
being detained at Cambridge by public business, on the night of April
18, 1775, they only escaped capture by the British force sent to
Concord on that memorable oceasion, by hastily leaving their quarters,
partially dressed, and.remaining concealed, till the search was over
and the troops had passed on. Tt is said that Mr. Lee never recovered
from the illness contracted by the exposure on that night, and only
three weeks after died at his *country seat” in Newbury.

On the last day of April the “Yively” left the harbor, and the
“Merlin,” annther sloop of war, took her place. :

The authorities zealously labored to encourage enlistments, and the
town promptly furnished means to purchase necessary war materials.
A large *Committee of Safety” was chosen to assist the selectmen in
providing “arms, blankets, &c.,” for such persons belonging to the
town as may enlist in the service of the Provincs. -

The battle of Bunker Hill, in which Samuel R. Trevett and his
company of artillery were engaged during the latter part of the action,
was the final signal for a general uprising ; and, four days after that
event, orders were received directing the Marblehead regiment to
march to Cambridge. The companies promptly mustered ; and on the
next day, under the command of Col. John Glover, left the town, to
engage in that long ‘contest which finally secured the political liberties
of our country. - - ' ) :

The “Merlin” still continued in the harbor during these events, and
her officers not only established regulations for the search of inward-
bound merchant vessels, but fishing-boats also; and yet while these
British naval officers were vigorously enforcing these petty regulations,
John Mauly returned from Jambridge, and. with a company of volua-
teers, on board the * Schooner Lee,” belopging to Col.. John Glover,
safely escaped from the harbor, and commenced that glorious career,
as a naval commander, which has immortalized his name in the annals

of our country.

The presence of the “Merlin,” however, did not deter the inhabitants
from making the most efficient preparations for the defence of the
town, and “every able bodied man” remaining in the town commenced
repairing the “old Fort,” working every day, “Sundays included,” till
the work was completed. Daring the progress .of this work, a mer-
chant vessel arrived from the * West Indies during the evening,” but
her owners had the vessel quietly taken into Salem harbor, where the
cargo was hurriedly distharged and landed on the Ferry shore.”

During the following month, Nicholas Broughton and John Selman
were commissioned .- by Washington to proceed .in two armed vessels
to the entrance of the St. Lawrence River, and capture, if possible,
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- certain British vessels, laden with military stores, then known to be
crossing the ocean, and bound for Quebec. After an absence of two
months the. expedition returned, baving been unsuccessful. Military
stores of every description were sadly needed by the American aroy,
and Congress could do but little in response to the urgent appeals of
Washington for the necessary supplies. People residing in the com-

mercial towns felt that the country in this extremity depended largely |

on their vigilance and patriotism to secure such stores. Apy enter-
prise, no matter how hazardous or desperate, that promised the cap-
ture of cannon, muskets, powder, and other military property found
ready and willing volunteers. Thus James Mugford, a young fisher-
man, and the son of a distinguished citizen, resolved to cupture a ship
loaded with powder, and then known to be approaching our shores,
bound for Boston. The British fieet then lay in Nantasket Roads,
having been driven from Boston by the American army, under Wash-
ington, only a short time before. .
Volunteers, as brave and daring as the young leader, promptly re-
sponded to his call for a crew; and on board the sume vessel which
| Selman had commanded in the St. Lawrence expedition, Mugford
sailed out into the bay to watch for the coming- stranger. Finally,
when a few leagues from the shore, & merchant ship was observed
slowly approaching, and the hopes then excited were afterwards con-
firmed, when the customary hail of the ocean mariner had been given
and returned. Mugford, exposing but few of his men, and offering
the services of a pilot, was permitted to approach, till a collision was
inevitable, when the welcome order was given “to board,” and, after a
brief stroggle, the ship and eargo was the prize of the Yankee cretw.
Ordering both vessels into Boston, Mugford boldly and successfully
passed the British fleet, and delivered his prize to the public author-
ities. Boon after, while returning to Marblehead, his vessel -was
grounded near the entrance of Boston harbor, where he was soon after
| discovered, and a large boat expedition despatched from the fleet to
effect his capture. In the darkness of the night, he and his crew
made & most heroic and successful resistance, suffering the loss of
only one man, but that man proved to be the bold young leader him-
self, who was shot during the struggle, while encouraging his men.
The rising tide soon floated the vessel from her perilous situation, and

the next morning she asrrived at Marblehead, where her brave coms-_| .

-mander was buried with military honors. :
_Reconciliation with the “mother country ” had always been cherished

by the people as a probability of the future, till the conflicts at Lex-

Angton, Concord, and Bunker Hill, nud the intelligence received fre-

quently of the warlike preparations being made by the “home govern-..

ment” for their complete subjection, couvinced every thoughtfal patriot

that the contest must finally end eithér in the political slavery or free- -

dom of their country. ~With this conviction, the citizens of Marble-
head assembled on the first anniversary of the Dbattle of Bunker Hill,
and solemnly declared “that if the Continental Congress think it for
the interest of the United Colonies to declare themselves independent
of Great Britain, and should publish such a declaration, the inhabitants
of this town will support them in maintaining such independence with
their lives and fortunes.” The representatives of the town in the
Genera) Court were instructed “to make this vote known as the deter-
mination of the town.” : T

During the following month, printed copies of the “Declaration of
Independence” were received, with the recommendation that it be vead
to every church congregation, and that it be entered on the ‘public
records of the town. In accordance with this recommendation, it was
placed in the records of Marblehead, in the plain but elegant hand-
writing of Benjamin Boden, then filling the office of town clerk.

The disasters that befell the American army under Washington dur-
ing the first year of the struggle are known to every reader; but the
citizens of Marblehead, ir town-meeting, resolved to raise a sufficient
sum of money by taxation to provide such bounties as should secure
“at least one-seventh of the male adults” for the Continental army.

“Tories” had heen tolerated with much forbearance from the begin-~
ning of the conflict; but Thomas Gerry was finally instracted, at a
town-mesting, to ascertain and report the names of all who were found
“inimical to the rights of the American states.” He reported the
names of seven citizens. The “Axticles of Confederation,” which had
been prepared to secure » more perfect union of the Colonies, were
accepted by the town without o dissenting vote, and the representa-
tives to the General Court, Azor Orue, Jonathan Glover, and Joshua
(S)rne, were instructed “to sustain the articles in the Assembly of the

tate.” I

The continued issues of paper money by Congress and the Provinces

had driven gold and silver from the channels of trade, and rapidly

increased the value of all labor and wmerchandise when measured by
the new currency. The fawmilies of soldiers, furnished with these
paper promises, found it impossible to live, as the so-called money
would purchase but little that was necessary to sustain life, and the
town was obliged to provide for their necessury wants.

At the next March meeting, $24,000 were voted to defray the ordi~
nary expenses of the ‘town; but, before the year had closed, it was
found necessary to wmake an additional appropriation of $40,000. |
Thus matters grew worse with every new issue, till at last a committee
of forty citizens was appointed to regulate the value of © merchandise,
the charges of tavern keepers, laborers and teamsters and the price
of manufactures.” Speculation in gold and silver was forbidden, and
any person demanding coin for rent was denounced as *an enegmy to
the country.” The price of “tallow” was fixed by town vote at “nine
shillings per pound ; wood, eighteen pounds per cord ; hay, forty-four
shillings per hundred ; candles, eighteen shillings per pound; men’s
shoes, cight pounds per pair, and other shoes in proportion.”

On Monday, the 4th of September, 1780, the first meeting was
held in the town to receive votes for governor, lieutenant-governor,
and senators. The meeting was opened with prayer, by the Rev.
Tsaac Story. Sixty-six votes only were cast, John Hancock receive
ing sixty-three for the first office, and Benjamin Lincoln the unani-
mous vote for the second office. At this time there were reported to
be 831 men belonging to the town,” 477 being represented as
“engaged in business or some industrial occupation,” 166 held as
prisoners by the DBritish, and the balance were “in the service of
their country or missing.” There were 1,069 women, and 2,242
children.” ,

The resolution of the people to continue the struggle and sustain
the army appeared to be as determined as when the conflict cofn-
menced ; but men could not be induced to enlist, with the almost
worthless paper currency as compensation for services. Near the
“old neck road” the town owned a lot of land, nieasuring about five
acres, and this was sold for £217 18s. in gold, and the money appro-
priated to encourage eulistments. Not being required for this pur-
pose, it was used to pay leans made to the town by individuals, at
different times during the war.

The surrender of Cornwallis and the British army at Yorktown,
during the month of October, 1781, virtually closed the war, and
secured the independence of the Colonies. As the people of Marble-
head had engaged in the’contest with rare unanimity and zeal, so,

“through all the weary years of the conflict, had they, on land and |
“Ivater, sacrificed life and property with uurivalled devotion.

In 1772, over 200 sail of merchant and fishing.vessels were owned ¢
in Marblehead, embracing a tonnage of more than 12,000, with 1,203
polls enrolled on its public records; while in wealth, population, and -
comumerce, it was claimed as the second town in the Province. When
the independence of the Colonies was recoguized, only 1,509 tons of
its shipping remained, the number. of its polls was reduced to ‘544,
while 458" widows and 966 fatherless children mainly depended on
public charity for the necessaries of life. : ‘

A town debt of £2,700 had accumulated, nearly one-half of it being: |
due to Jonathan Glover, who.lad served as town treasurer-from the
commencement of the war; and the wharf property belonging to the
town was sold, and one-third of the debt was paid from the proceeds
of the sale. . . ,

The Marblehead regiment had done good service in the long strug-
gle which had ended so gloriously.  With full ranks, and fully armed -
and equipped, it had left the town, on the 22d of June, 1775, under
the commund of Glover, to join the American forces at Cambridge.
The uniform was “a blue round jucket, and trowsers, trimmed with -
leather buttons,” and it was designated as the 21st Regiment; and
was’ also called the “Marine Regiment.” Fen'days after it reached
Cambridge, Washitigton arrived to take command of the American
army ; and during the autumn of that year it was ordered to Beverly,
and several vessels were furnished with crews from its ranks, to
engage in expeditions for the capture of military stores. It remained
in this service till the British were driven from Boston, and Washing-
ton, with the army, had left for New York. In obedience to orders,
it left Beverly, and reached New York City at about the time the
American army was defeated in the battle on Long Island, and was -
employed in the management of the hoats for the transportation of
the army across Bast River, during the night following that disaster.
Glover was now placed in command of a brigade, consisting of his
own and two other regiments, and was charged with the removal of
the sick and disabled, as Washington Kad resolved to evacuate the city.
Having dischurged this duty successfully, the hrigade followed the
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retreating army, and, encountering a superior force of the enemy,

behaved with such gallantry as to win the warmest praises of Generals
Washington and Lee. The series of disasters that guickly followed
these events need not be repeated here; but the regiment was cither
with Washington or Lee during the weary days of that eventful
autunm and winter, and when Washington encamped on the banks of
the Delaware, it composed a portion of that little army, which, in
spite of its successive reverses, was then preparing to.strike an
effective blow at the enemy. & Of the service rendered by the regi-
meut on that December night, Geeneral Knox, in a speech delivered in
the Massachusetts Legislature several yeavs after, testified in words of
burning eloquence. *I wish,” said the brave old (Feneral, *I wish
the members of this body knew the people of Marblehead as well as
Tdo. Icould wish that they had stood on the banks of the Delaware
River in 1776, on that bitter night when the Commander-in-Chief
had drawn up his little army to cross it, aud had seen the powerful
current, bearing onward the floating masses of ice, which threatened
destruction to whosoever should venture upon its bosom ; I wish that
when this occurrence threatened to defeat the enterprise, they could
have heard thut, distinguished warrior demand, who will lead us on?
and seen the men of Marblehead, and Marblehead alore, stand forth
to lead the army along the perilous path to. unfading glories and
honors in the achievements of Trenton. There, sir, went the fisher-
men of Marblehead, alike at home on land or water, alike ardent,
patriotic, and unflinching, whenever they unfurled ‘the flag of their
country.” :

- Boon. after this event, the term for which the regiment had enlisted

.having expired, a large proportion of the surviving officers and men

returned to their homes. ‘ : .

The limits of this work will not permit the full record of patriotic
service, on land and sea, by sons of Marblehead, in this great confiict.
Glover, Lee, and Trevett are mames still honored for their gallant

1 devotion to the cause, as army officers; while Samuel Tucker, Jobn

Manly, Richard Cowell, Robert Wormsted, and a score of others,
won the applause and gratitude of their countrymen for brilliant
achieverents on the ocean. - . :
With a population reduced at least ome-third since the war com-
menced ; with the public buildings “in a Fiinous condition,” and the
almshouse crowded with paupers subsisting on scanty rations; and

with less than a score of vessels left as the remnant of that splendid

fleet that had made the port a busy scene for many years, Marblehead
had suffered from the calamities of the war more severely than any
other town in the Province. But, as in former times, the ocean had
furnished the treasure on which her commercial enterprises had been
founded and had prospered ; so now, the people, with hopefa] expec-
tation, tuxned to that same source of wealth again, and appesled to

- Congress to refuse its. sanction to any treaty that should fail to pro-

tect them in their former rights to the ancient fishing-grounds. Their
petition was respected ; for it was confided to John Adams, a son of
their own Province, who knew the people and the story of their patri-
otic services; and so fuithfully did he dischatge his duty in this
matter that he won the public thanks of the town on his retuyn to his
native country, and was requested to receive as “3 present, six
quintals of table fish,” as a small token of the respect and grati-
tude of the citizens of Marblehead for his fuithful service in their
behalf, . ’

At last, peace was officially declared, and the news was received
“with the ringing of bells, firing of guns and other demonstrations of
Joy,” while large tubs of rum-punch were prepared at the town-house
for the free indnlgence of a joyful erowd.

The conclusion of the war and the final declaration of peace moved
‘Washington to send a special invitation to Lafuyette to again visit the
country. On the cessation of hostilities by the surrender of Corn-
wallis, this distinguished young Frenchman had returned to his native

‘country to orgamize a new expedition, if needed, for the patriotic
cause he had so heartily volunteered to defend. During the summer ||

of the next year he landed at New York, and late in the full was
received “on the Salera road” by a cavaleade of gentlemen as escort,
and, approaching the town, was greeted with & salute of cannon, from
a hill near the highway, known as ® Workhouse Rocks.” As the pro-
cession moved slowly down the main street, the bells rang merrily,
and the doors and windows were filled with the fair daughters of the
town, who warmly welcomed the brave defender of their country.
When “Training-Field Hill” was reached, u large eoncowrse of citi-
zens was found there “who opened to the right and left, giving three
cheers as the company passed and proclaimed Long live-the Marquis
de Lafayette.” Gracefully accepting this public grecting, the hon-

ored guest was escorted to “the residence of s prominent citizen,”
where he was formally welcomed with the following address : —

* Sir, ~The citizens of Marblehead, with open arms and affectionate hearts, weleome
your return to these United States. Your eavly attachment to the cause of Ameriea,
the cawse of manking; your unrvemibted exertion and eminent services therein, all con-
spire to animate our breasts with that superlative esteema and respeet we bave long
entertained for the Marquis de Lafayette. '

Our loss of men and property in the glorious couflict may deprive us of the pleas-
ure of fully manifesting the principles of hospitality on this oceasion; but, sir, Wwe are
bappy in the assurance shat your magnanimity will cousider our circumstanees a mis-
Jortung, and not a fault, : A

“ We assure you, sir, with the ntwmost sincerity, that we are deeply interested in your
welfare, and happy when honored by your company; and we flatter ourselves that the
present intervisw is only a prolude te similar favors, from yourself and friends, who
accompany you.”

To this address the distinguished guest made the following reply :

¢ Gentlemen, —While X have the satisfaction onco more to enter a town which so early
fought and so frecly Lled in the grest contest, admiration mingles with the tender cou-
cerns of » sympathetic heart. But amidst our regrets of brave men, who had the honor
o fall in their conntry’s cause, I rejoics in the virtnous -spirit, and animated industry,
so remarkable in the remnrining sons of Marblehead, N

“ May your losses be a hundred-fold repaired by the blessings of peace and plenty,
and may your numerous posterity, in the preservation of that liberty, so gloriously
purchased, ever venerate the memory of their ancestors. .

“Equally proud of your esteem, and happy in_your friendship, gentlemen, I heartily
thavk you for your kind wishes and honorable weleome, and will most pleasingly
anticipate every apportunity to greet you with the affectionate tribute of my respact
and gratitade” = -

An entertainment was provided by the citizens at & genteel house,”
-and after the dinner “numerous toasts were offered of a patriotic char-
acter,” the sentignent of Lafayette being, ®The town of Marblghead,
and unbounded siccess to its fisheries.” . o

It was the purpose of the citizens to retain their distinguished guest
till the following day, and arrangements had been made for o *ball”
for his entertainment and pleasuré ; but other engagements compelled
him to leave; and at an early evening hour he departed, followed by
the benedictions of 2 grateful people.

The public schools had been. closed during the latter part of the war,
from the inability of the town to pay the salaries of the teachers, and
a few private schools had been maintained, with but liftle income how-
ever to their principals. -

A few citizens of the town resolved to secure the establishment of .

~a’school, with a course of study that should properly fit pupils for a

college education ; and being successful in securing & grant of land
from the State for-its support, founded the Marblehead Academy,
which was maintained for many years as a flourishing and successful
institution.

Probably in no town in the country was the character of Washington
loved and honored more fully than by the people of Marblehead ; and
Wwhen, a fow months after his inauguration as the first president of the
United States, he visited the town, he was received with the heartiest
mantfestation of public joy and .gratitude. The details of the events
on that happy day hdve not been preserved; but it is safe to say that .
they were quite equal, and probably excelled, the demonstrations that
marked the visit of Lafayette five years before.’

On general subjects considered and decided at this time, it Toay be
well to mention that the headland, designated as the *“ Fort,” was for-
mally voted to the United States; that permission was granted to cer-
tain parties to “enclose Training-Field Hill at their own expense ™3
that the first financial record appears computed in * dollars and cents,”
instead of pounds, shillings, and pence’; that a committee was anthor-
ized “to purchase a suitable lot of land for a common burying ground,”
and the land for the Green-Street Ce ietery was soon after purchased ;
that the purchase of o “good PFire Engine” was authorized ; and that
the sum of ten dollars was received “for the use of the Town House
for three days for the exhibition of an Elephant.” : : :

The death of Col. Azor Orne, at this time, recalled the record of &
public service in eivil life rarely equalled by men with his limited
opportunities in early life. Born in Marblehead, July 22, 1731, he
acquired a moderate fortune in mercantile pursuits, and when the agi-
tation of measures designed to defeat the reveuue acts of the British
government called for able and persistent .defenders, he was recog-
nized as one of the boldest and most eloquent leaders of the colonial
patriots. As the chairman of various important committees, and as
an active member of the General Court for several years, he served
the public with such fidelity as to win the rare compliment of a special
vote of thanks from the town for his faithful public sexvice. As a
member of the * Province Committee of Safety and Supplies,” he was
associated with some of the ablest leaders of the colonial cause, and

{ earnest in the prosecution and defence of his convictions. With great

-
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gifts as a public speaker, his services were in frequent requisition to
recopcile differences constantly arising in the ranks of the undisci-
" plined army gatherced at Cambridge, before the arrival of Washington.
Daring the conflict he freely contributed money from his private
fortune for the public service ;- and when the liberties of his country
had been secured, he still continued to serve his fellow-citizens in
various positions of public trust. He was & member of the conven-
tion called to frame the first State Constitution, of the convention
 that ratified the Constitution of the United States, and a member of
the Governor's Council for several years. Faithfully devoted to the
interests of his native town, he was among the foremost in advocating
all measures designed to promote thése interests, and especially in
those favorable to public education. He died in the 65th year of his

|| age, universally lamented.

Gen. John Glover, the life-long friend of Orne, soon followed him
to “the spirit-land.” Born in Salem, Nov. 5, 1782, he followed the
-example of his two older brothers, and removed to Marblehead in his
youth, to follow the humble trade of a cordwainer. With habits of
prudence and industry, he saved sufficient means to invest judiciously
in mercantile pursuits, and when the war commenced was a prosper-
ous merchant. With an ardent love for military service, he joined
the Marblehead regiment at an early age, and was promoted, step by
step, from the ranks, till he became its commander in 1775. To
equip it properly for military service he made large drafts on his pri-
. vate fortune. Joining the army with his regiment in 1775, he was
placed in command of a brigade the next year, and a fewmonths after
was appointed as a brigadier-general by Congress. . His family and’
private affairs requiring his attention, he declined the honor, but, at
the earpest solicitation of Washington, was induced®io accept. He

-was in service under Gen. Putnam, at Peekskill, N. Y., and was -

afterwards with Gen. Gates, at Saratoga, in the several engagements
which resulted in the capture of Gen. Burgoyne and his army. He
was chaxged with the delicate duty of superintending this large body
of prisoners, in their removal from Albsny to Cambridge, a service
which he performed-acceptably. He was with Sullivan’s Rhode Island

expedition in 1778, and afterwards at Providence, R. 1. When |

André was captured he was in service on the Hudson River, was
appointed as a member of the court-martial which. condemned that

officer as a spy, and was officer of the day when he was executed,

He remained in the “service till 1782, when. Congress permitted him
to retire on half-pay. He had the fullest confidence of Washington,
and through his urgent entreaties remained in active service even after

his constitution and health were completely broken down. He diéd .

universally lamented, at Marblehead, Jan. 30, 1797, in the 64th yeax
of his age. ’
_The first legacy received by Marblebead was the bequest of John
Marchant, o respected shipmaster, who died in Batavia, in the East
Indies. Before leaving his native country on what proved fo be his
last voyage, he left the promissory note of a Dorchester merchant in
| the hands of a friend, with instructions to transfer it t6 the town (in
the event of his death) for collection, the proceeds to be applied to

the -establishment of a perpetual fund, the income of which was to be.

annwually applied to the relief of the worthy poor in the town, under
the supervision of the selectmen and clergymen of the various
churches. The proceeds of the note amounted to $1,086.17; and
being placed in the hands of the board of overseers, with instruc-

tions to invest the same, they reported, after a year’s delay, that they/"

were unable to do so. It was finally voted to build two school-houses
with the fund, but it was also sgreed that the town would execute /o
bond to the board of overseers, with the condition -that the interest
should be paid annually, in order that the wishes of the testator may
be fully carried out. n : 4

* ~ The school-houses were built for the use of the north and south
grammar schools ; but there is nothing to show that the bond was exe<

cuted, or that the bequest was ever reserved as a special fund given |

for a special purpose. .

George Washington, loved and revered as the © Father of his
Country,” died at Mount Vernon, Dec. 14, 1799, and the second day
of the new year was set apart by the citizens for appropriate services
¢ All business was suspended ;
flags from vessels in the harbor, and on public and private” buildings,
were floating at half-mast ; the citizens asserabled at the town-house,
soon after the noon hour, each wearing black crape on the left arm,
as 2 badge of mourning; at one o’clock minute-guns began firing on
the “ Common,” and the bells commenced tolling slowly and solemnly.
‘While these sounds of mourning were heard throughout the town, a
procession of the citizens was formed, and escorted by the * Masonic

. represented to be a small quantity of the “Kine Pox Matter,” and

... The inhabitants of the town were now prosccuting their business

“done more to perpetuate -than its importance as a local incident

-.of Cape Cod were discovered in the distance, and far in towards the

,sand.”- It was still blowing,.“a stiff breeze,” and the skipper, too

-cowardice and inbumanity shown in the desertion of the ship-wrecked

Lodge and Maritie Society,” marched *down the Main street to the
Eastern square,” and thence to the “New Meeting House,” where
the services were held. A’ large mumber of ladies had assembled
there, each wearing a badge of black ribbon as a.mourning emblem.
The charch was heavily draped with black cloth. ¢ A solemn funeral
bhymn was sung as the procession entered, which was followed' by
prayer, the Farewell Address of Washington read by one of the
clergymen, and the Eulogy prouounced by Joseph Story, in later
years Chief Justice of the United States, and then a little more than
bwenty years of age.” At the close of these services, the procession
returned to the town-house, and the citizens, choosing Isaac Mans-
field for moderator, then passed votes of thanks to all who had ren-
dered any service for the occasion; and not only thanked the young
orator of the day for his effort, but requested the eulogy for publi-
cation, and voted “to print a thousand copies at the expense of the
town.” : ‘

The father of Joseph Story was a respected and popular physician,
who had removed from Boston to Marblehead to practise his profes-
sion thivty years before. Having read some accounts of the ywon-
derful discovery of Jenmer, he procured from' Burope what was

proceeded at omce to inoculate children in his own faroily, and some

others belonging to families of his most intimate friends. The chil-

dren became quite ill in a few days, and soon the rumor spread

through the town that these children had been inoculated for the

small-pow. The excitement produced by this rumor was fearful, and,

at a hasty meeting of the citizens, “the Doctors were charged to pro~ |
ceed no further in this business without the authority of the town.”

The next day another meeting was held, and 2 committee chosen to

investigite the whole subject. This was the Tth of Novémber, and

ou the tenth day of that month another meeting was convened, and

the number of citizens was so large as to require an adjournment to

the “New Meeting House,” when the committee submitted a raport,

which confirmed their worst fears; the confidence of the good doctor

had been betrayed, and he had innocently inoculated his own and

his neighbor’s children with the small-pox.” A general inoculation of

the whole population was ordered, “to continue till the expiration

of fifteen days.” On the 17th of Novémber, it was voted to provide -
accommodation at the public expeunse for those whose means were

limited, and to hire four hundred nurses at the expense of the town.

A general inoculation took place, and by the last of December the

town was declared to be free from the pestilence, and all excitement

had ceased. In a little less than four years after this ‘distressing

event, so mortifying to his professional pride and reputation, the
good doctor died. : :

with industry and energy, and. were gradually recovering some of
their old-time prosperity, wher an event oceurred which the popular
lines of an unknown loeal rhymester and the genius of Whittier have

Justified. It is possible that the daughters of Marblehead at that time-
may have been wanting in some degree the grace and refinement of-
their sisters in more favored communities, but they were not so rude |
and coarse as to forget the proprieties of womanhood, and become. the
leaders of a noisy and lawless mob. . ST
Benjamin Ireson swas the young skipper of a fishing vessel on her
homeward passage late in the fall.with a cargo of fish. He had lefs |
the Grand Banks of Newfoundland with *a strong easterly breeze,”
and on_ the evening of the fourth day, about nine oclock, the wateh
announced that the vessel had passed a wreck, from which cries for |
help were heard. The couise of the vessel was changed to the direc-
tion where the wreck was supposed to be, but, no further discovery
being made, the skipper resolved to remain as near that locality-as
possible till morning. 'With the morning light, the low sandy shores

o~

shore the wreck was seen. A consultation was held;-and while. one
of the crew urged that every risk should be taken when human lif
was in peril, others said “that their own lives’ were precious to
them, and they did not care to die with 2 wouthfull of Cape Cody

easily influenced by the majority of bis erew, and sharing with them
probably the fear-and dread of the Cape Cod shore, shaped bis course
for his port of destination, and anchored in Marblehead harbor the
following day. - Soon after his arrival, some of the crew told the
story of the wreck, and, doubtless terrified at the fieree Jindignation
which it provoked, charged the skipper as entirely responsible for the

[ . ‘ - .
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mariners. As the story was repeated, the indignation of the fisher-
men jnereased, and finall§ it was resolved that he should be punished
as a former generation of their townsmen had disciplined four culprits
who had been guilty of a crime not recorded in the written laws of the
land. Ireson, as was the custom at that time, went to the “old town
» landing,” near the foot of State Street, where the fishermen, in large
numbers, were wont to gather after the evening meal, and relate the
stories of their ocean voyages. Without a word or note of warning,
in accordance with a plan previously considered and adopted, he was
suddenly seized, and the larger part of his clothing being removed,
the coat of tar and feathers was applied, and, placing their vietim in a
dory, with one of their number to hold him there, the indignant crowd,
with noisy shouts, dragged the strange vehicle through the public
streéts, and over the road to Salem and back again, and then dis-
persed without auny further demonstration. Not @ woman was engaged
in this rash and terrible act of vengeance. It was the lawless deed of
‘a mob of men, moved to indignation by the misrepresentations of noisy
babblers, disgracing & community, s hundreds of others have been,
by similar disreputable scenes. Yet there is some excuse for the in-
dignation of the men. They were fishermen, and during the greater
part of the year were exposed to perils which might place them in the
same terrible strait of the shipwrecked mariners seen by Ireson and
his crew, and the base cowardice which shrunk from the performance
of a manly duty in such an hour was a crime to them more terrible .
than many the law punished with the servive of the public hangman.
The sober judgment of later years condemned the rash act of the hasty
mob ; but the manhood of Ireson was blighted, and although he lived
in the very community where the outrage was perpetrated for more
than fifty years after, yet he moved among his fellow-men a silent,
spiritless, dejected man, earning his daily bread for many years as s
dory tisherman, catehing his fish in the early morning bours, and later
in the day pushing his wheelbarrow from door to dooralong the public
streets soliciting patronage. ’ o
* The confidence of the town in the wisdom and politieal sagacity of
Elbridge Gerry bad never abated, and when, in the organization
of political parties in the country, that distinguished man becawse the
leader in his native state of the Jeffersonian or Democratic party,
the citizens almost voanimously followed the political fortunes of their
able townsman. At the election in 1808, Sullivan for governor re-
ceived 733 votes, and Gore 57.

In the conflict raging in Europe hetween Napoleon and his adver-
savies, the commerce of the United States had been profitably em-.d
ployed as that of a neutral power, but the “Berlin deeree” by one
purty, and “orders in council” by the other, coupled with the claim
of “right of search” by Great Britain, and the impressment of Amer-
jcan seamen, provoked the American Congress to pass an “ Embargo
Act,” which, forhadé American vessels from leaving the ports of the
United States. This Act excited great indignation in nearly all
the commercial towns of Massachusetts ; but in Marblebead, although
the product of her fisheries was the only form of merchandise suitable
for profitable export, and perishable in a short time if rotained, yet
the citizens resolutely stood by the measure as a patriotic act; and
voted-* to borrow $2,000 on the credit of the town for the benefit of
those who avere distressed by the operations of the Embargo Act.”
Merchants in the place at this time; owned a fleet of eighty-seven

-fishing vessels, averaging about eighty tons each.

The next year a series of bold and patriotic resolutions were passed
expressing confidence in the administration, for its fidelity to the Union
and Constitution ; denouncing the men who from factious and mer-
cenary motives could see no wrong in. the outrages perpetrated by the
British government; commending by name the statesmen, scholars,
and merchants whose love of country was superior to their love of
party ; and finally, declaring ® that the inheritance transmitted to us
by the sages and patriots of the Revolution. shall be -maintained, and
that our resolution is to die freemen, and never live slaves.”

The subject of public education had not been neglected during these
years of political controversy. ¥or ten years previous to 1810, an
annual appropriation of $2,200 had been made for this purpose out
of an appropriation of $7,400 for general town expenses.

The almshouse that had been erected on Buck Street many years
before, was finally destroyed by fire, and it was voted “to purchase
the farm of Mr. Aaron Waitt, near the entrance of the town, and con-
taining about 15 acres, for a sum not exceeding $3,200, and to build
upon the same a Brick Alms House and House of Cortection three
stories high, and to borrow a sum not excecding $7,000 for this pur-
pose.” During that year the house was built.

After the Revolutionary conflict, the town had been divided into

two wards, and an artillery company had been organized in each.
These companies were not uniformed, but usually paraded with the
two brass cannon which belonged to each company, and with swords
or sabres of various odd designs and shapes. A few young men
finally resolved to organize an infantry company of uniformed militia,
the ‘members of which should acquire a fair degree of proficiency in-
the manual of arms and military evolutions by frequent drills. With
this purpose, the Marblehead Light Infantry was organized, and made
its first appearauce in a new and tasty uniform.

War was finally declared against Great Britain, and the town, as-
sembled in public meeting, voted, * that we view the late solemmn act
declaring war against Great Britain as the last resort of a much in-
Jjured people, fully persuaded that its justice and necessity will be ac-
knowledged by all who candidly pass in review the atrocities of our
Enemy ; aud nothing short of base submission could have prolonged
peace: that whatever sacrifices may result we pledge ourselves to
support the Government, our Laws.and Liberties through the present
arduous confliet. We also pledge -ourselves .to support and protect
the Union of the States as the Ark of our political safety, and we view
all those who dare intimate a wish for the separation of the Uuion as
the worst enemies of our peace, prosperity aod happiness: that the
love of our country ought to be paramount to every other considera-
tion, and the time has now arrived when all distinction of party wust

-cease, and the language of Scripture, “They who are not for us are

against us,” will be verified, and public execration will infallibly at-
tach to those who oppose the government, violate the laws or betray
our liberties : that we consider those who entertain inimical attachment
and sympathy for our Eneniy, as unworthy to breathe the air or tread
the soil of our béloved country, and the only nominal distinction that
we will recognize shall be Americans and Tories.”

The Federal government had authorized a draft, and the town voted
to grant ten dollars per month i addition to the guvernment pay, to
those who should be drafted from Marblehead. Active measures

- were taken for the defence of the town; the citizens exempt from

military service by law were organized into companies, an¥l “breast-.
works ” ordered to be erected “on Twisden’s Hill, Goodwin’s Head, |
Hewitt’s Head, and on the neck, south-east of Coombs’s Hoase.” The
selectmen were instracted *to petition the Secretary of War for a sup-
ply of cartridge-boxes, bayonets, belts, scabbards, and flints to ac-
company the three hundred stand of arms sent for the use of the
town,” and to petition the governor for “a sufficient quantity of amu-
nition for the artillery in town as a deposit for immediate exigeney.”
The selectmen, with four prominent citizeus, were appointed as a
* Committee of Safety ” to take all proper measures for the protection
of the town and its inhabitants, and every adult male person was
requested “to furnish bimself with arms and accoutrements.” . The
men belonging to the town were mostly seamen, engaged in commer-
cial pursuits or the fisheries, and, being driven by the war from their
usual calling, readily enlisted in the navy of their country, or
manned the rumerous privateers engaged in depredations on the com-
merce of the enemy. The frigate * Constitution,” so renowned in the

-naval annals of the country, was said to be largely manned by Mar-

blehead seamen. When the conflict closed, more than five hundred
Marblehend saitors were released from Dartmoor prison in’ England.
The limifs of this work will not permit the record of distinguished
service by sons of Marblehead during this second war with Great
Britain, but it is proper to 'state that no town on the New England
coast sustained the prineiples involved in the contest with more zeal
or determination, or rejoiced more heartily when the news was con-
firmed that * ¥ree Trade and Sailors’ Rights” had been triumphantly
vindicated. During the war, however, the town lost one of her most
distinguished sons, and the country, a patriot, sage, and statesman, in
the death of Elbridge Gerry. DBorn in Marblehend, July 17, 1744,
he graduated at Harvard College in 1762, and soon after entered his
father's counting-room to prepare for that mercantile career which
in a few years marked him ds one of the most enterprising merchants
in the town. When the “Stamp Act” beecame a law, he was only
twenty-one years of age, but soon after this svas recognized as a leader
by his fellow townsmen, and was made a member of the most impor-
tant committees appointed by the town to express the indignation and
hostility of its inhabitants against the Revenne Acts of Great Britain.
Elected as a member of the General Court in 1772, his great abilities
were promptly recognized by the members-of that body, and he be-
came the intimate associate of Samuel Adams, Hancock, and Warren.
He was elected as committeernan on the most vital questions brought be-

“fore the Legislature for its adjudication, and was appointed judge of

the Court of Admiralty, but declined the office. Xilected a delegate
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to the Céntinental Congress in January, 1776, he was chosen to fill
the most responsible offices in the several congressional committees,
and signed the Declaration of Independence adopted by that body on
the 4th of July of that year. He was made chairman of the com-
mittee of the tressury, till the organization of the treasury board in
1780, of which he became presiding officer. He retired from Con-
gress in that year, but became a member again in 1783, and was
elected 2 delegate to the convention which met in Philadelphia in 1787,
to revise the articles of confederation. After the adoption of the
Federal Constitution he served four successive years in Congress, but
in 1795 retired to private life, and changed his residence to Cambridge,
‘Mass. He was appointed as a special commissioner to France in
1797, and on his return the next year was unsuccessfully supported by
the Democratic party as its candidate for governor of the State. He
was again nominated and defeated in 1801, but after a bitter canvass, in
1810, he was elected governor, and the next year was re-elected to the
same high position. In 1812 he was elected Vice-President of the
United States, aud died in the second year of his térm. Three or four

" years of unprofitable business following directly after the losses ocea-
sioned by ‘the war prevented that gencrous provision for public eduea-
tion contemplated by the citizens when peace had been declared.
The primary schools had been re-opened and a school had been estab- ‘
lished in the “farms” the following year, but the appropriations for
the schools were iusufficient even to pay in full the salaries of the
teachers.

The outstanding town notes bearing interest now amounted to $12,~
283.33, and a committee was appointed to advise practical measures
of retrenchment. That duty was performed, and it was recommended
“to discontinue ringing one of the bells; to receive proposals for
regulating and cleaning the clock and giving it to the person who shall
offer the lowest; to reduce the salaries of the school masters $100
each, and the expense of fuel to be collected of the scholars; Assess-

~ors to be allowed $40 each instead of $50; Xeeper of the Poor
House to be allowed $120 and 75 cents per day when employed on
the roads ; limit the use of ardent spirits in the Poor House to the
infirm from old age, invalids, and laborers while at work; Physician
for the poor in and out of the House allowed $60 annually ; and cof-
fins for the poor, buried by the town to be made at the House.”
These recommendations were adopted, except that relating to teach-
ers’ salaries, which were reduced $50 instead of $100, and that relat-
ing to the scholars providing fuel was rejected. The next year the
town voted that “the school-masters each have a salary of $450 an-
nually.”

Town officers were now directed to prepare their annual reports in
season for the auditing committee “to consolidate the same and have
the report printed for the use of the town.”

A hearse for the burial of the dead had been owned for some time
by private parties, but it was now resolved to purchase one at the
public expense. '

The streets had, up to this time, been designated as the * Main
Street, Férry Road, Darling’s Lane, Academy Lane, Wharf Lane,
New Meeting House Lane,” &., but it was now voted to designate
them by the names they are knowhn by at.the present day.

/" Lafayette made his final visit to the country in 1825, and, on visit-"
ing Marblehead, was received with every mark of respect, love, and
gratitude. At this time the second uniformed company of volun-
teer wilitia was organized, and, assuming the name of Lafayette,/
Guards, made its first public parade, as a part “of the escort, on this

- interesting occasion. - !

‘The “Overseers’ Department” had become 1 heavy burden on the
tax-payers, and the almshouse had been governed with so little regard
to the proper restraint of the paupers as to excite public indignation.
The institution contained 112 inmates, thirty-six of the number being
men; and the sleeping-chambers were so arranged “as to permit the
promiscuous intercourse of the depraved of both sexes,” while “a bar-
rel of ardent spirits ” was distributed monthly smong the subjects in
the form of regular rations. The liecessary alterations in the house
were promptly made and the use of intoxicating liquors prohibited,
exeept as a medicine, under the direction of a physician.

Gen. Jackson, ivhile president of the United "States, visited New
England, and came
where he was welcomed with every mark of respect and confidence.

An appropriation had been made by Coungress to build a light-house
at some point near the entrance of Marblehead barbor, and, at a town-
meeting, a vote was passed demanding that the structure be located
on “Point Neck.”

Some other point was seriously considered as a better location, and

: %

to Marblehead, on the invitation of the citizens, |

Mr. Henshaw, the collector of Boston at that time, appears to have
exercised the controlling influence in the matter; he was notified, by
the unanimous vote of the town, that its wishes in regard to location
must be observed, or an appesl to the secretary of the treasury would
be made. The location selected and urged by the town was finally
aNcceEted by the authorities and the light-house erected on the * Point

ec _.)l .

It has already been mentioned that the town voted to purchase a
fire-engine, about the middle of the provious century, and that a pub-
lic-spirited citizen had presented one to the town before any purchase
bad been made. This first engine was a small machine, for which a
crew of six men was at first considered sufficient, and, in fact, but
very few more could stand at the brakes and play. It was named the
“Friend,” and was sheltered in a small house near the court leading to
“Goodwin’s Head.” The engine purchased by the town in Loundon,
at that time, was probubly the ome named the.*Endeavour,” and
located, in later years, near “Newtown bridge,” on the corner of
School and Washington streets. The next machine. purchased, -in

- 1798, was the * Union,” which for many years was located at the foot

of Washington Street, at its junction with Orne Street. The records
fail to give us the exact time when the *Liberty” was purchased, but
tradition fixes it about the year 1808. It was about that time that
two engines were purchased by private parties,—one being placed on
High Street, in the rear of the “Stone Church,” which was called the
“Torrent,” and the other, called the ®Relief,” was located in the place
now oceupied by the “Mugford.” These engines were only ‘provided
with foree-pumps ; the plan of operations being, when a fire occurred,
to run the machine to a well or pump, fll' the tub with water, run it
to the fire, “play it out,” then back again to refll, and repeat the
same operation. Each of the machines were furnished with leather
buckets. .

It was now resolved “to thoroughly re-organize the Fire Depart-
ment,” and an appropristion of $3,500 was made to buaild two
houses, and to purchase two new engines, and also repair the © Liber-
ty” in accordance with recent improvements, and provide suitible
accommodations for the last-named engine. In accordance with this

- vote, the “ Marblehead ” and * Essex,” two new suction-engines, with
b 3 (=]

a supply of hose, were purchased, and new houses, on © Franklin
and “Bassett” streets,- were built for their accommodation. The
“ Liberty ” was also reconstructed and changed to a suction-engine.
Not long after this the proprietors of the “Torreat” and * Relief ”
presented those engines to the town, and they were placed in the fire
department and did good service for some years. :

The determination to improve the school system of the town was
till the appropriations” finally |,
reached $3,500, divided as follows: $450 for cach of the three male |
. grammar schools ; $600. for the high school for males; $400 for the

made manifest, from year to year,

high school for females; $150 for cach of the six primary schools;
$200 for the farm-school, and $50 for contingent expenses. The
whole appropriation that year for town expenses was $10,000, which

included the appropriation for public schools. The high schools for .

males and females had been established in 1835, being two separate
schools, and the building formerly owned and occupied by the “Philan-
thropic Lodge of Masons,” at the head of Mason Street, had been
rented for their accommodation. In 1886 the town offered $1,600 for
this building, but the offer was declined. '

A large amount of surplus funds having accumulated in the United
States treasury, an Act of Congress provided for its Jistribution
among the several States, with the condition that the money was to
be returned if the wants of the general government should require it
at any future time.

The State of ‘Massachusetts distributed its propoition of this fund
among the different towns, and in due time the town treasurer of
Marblehead received about thirteen thousand dollars, the fund being
designated as “surplus revenue.”

On the recommendation of a committee appointed to report to the
town the most useful purpose to which the money could he applied, it

was voted to “appropriate the same for the purchase of a large, fer- !

tile, and convenient town farm, of not less than one hundred acres,
and for erecting upon it a convenient and durable building for the
poor.” A committee of seven citizens was appointed to carry this
vote into effect, but this action was not secured without an earnest
debate and much opposition. Eleven days after this the town voted
to reeonsider its previous action, and finally voted “to divide the
money among the inhabitants per capita,” by a vote of 172 in the
afirmative and 144 in the negative. John Hooper had been elected

town treasurer at the atffiual March meeting, but- declined to serve




| in a vote of 316.
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when the town voted to purchase 2 farm, and Frederick Robinson had
been elected to fill the vacancy. As one of the results of this action
of the town, authorizing a division of the fund among the inhabitants,
Mr. Robinson declined to serve as treasurer, and Mr. Hooper was ve-
elected. The meeting then adjourned till the- afternoon, when the
friends of the farm purchase raliled their forces and secured the re-
consideration and defeat of the distribution scheme by eight majority
1 A “Building Committee” had beén elected pre-
viously, and were now instructed “to sell so much of the town’s land
as will be necessary to -meet the expense of takidg down the present
poor-house, removing the materials, 4nd erecting a new house on the
Deveraux farm.”, Frederick Robinson and William B. Adams, two
members of the “Building Committee,” requested to be excused from
that service, but the town refused to grant their request. Mr. Hooper
again declined serving as town treasurer, and, on . the 8th of May,
Richard Girdler was chosen; he declined, and Andrew Lackey was
chosen the following weck ; -he also declined, and John Nutting was
elected, and accepted the office. Four members of the building com-

wittee now declined serving, and, the matter of filling the vacancies

being under cousideration, the whole subject was indefinitely post-
poned by a majority of forty-one in a vote of sixty-seven. During
the following month it was voted to cancel outstanding town orders
with the fund, but against this action Capt. William B. Adams
gave notice that he should “enter his protest.” This action was
confirraed by another vote in January, 1888, but it was found that
the committee elected in April, 1887, had been authorized to buy
a farm, and their action under that authority had legally committed
the town to the purchase of the farm belonging to Humphrey
Deveraux, Esq., for $13,000. In view of this fact it was voted to
confirm the purchase at that price, and a committes was chosen
with instructions to sell the furm, providing that a fair price could
be obtained. The -farm remained in possession of the town for one
or two years, and was finally sold for $11,000; the *surplus revenue?”
.was thus returned to the treasury of the town, with a loss of two
thousand dollars, and applied to the legitimate expenses of the town.

In 1839, the selectmen were notified that the last will of Mr. A. S.
Courtiss, who had died recently, contained a cliuse which bequeathed
$5,000 to the town, providing the town should pay three of his heirs
annuities amounting to $250 while they lived, from the interest of
the legacy, and should apply the balance, if any remained, to the

.purchase of school-books for children of the poor. The town voted
to release all claims on the estate, on the payment of $500 to the
town treasurer. . .

Regular stage-coach communication was established between Mar-
blehead and IBoston in 1763, und with Salem in 1794. These coach
lines continued, with brief interruptions, till the completion of the
Eastern Railroad, which finished its branch from Sulem to Marble-
head in 1840. _ .

From the first settlement of the town, its inhabitants had depended
mainly on the fisheries for the employment of their capital and labor,
and this business was the basis of that commereial prosperity which
distinguished the town before the Revolutionary War. With the
close of that conflict, the business was resumed with such means and
credit as was left to the enterprising men of the place, and was pros-
ecuted with a fair degree of suecess, till the second war with Great
Britain prevented the turther prosecution of the industry during the
contest. With the proclamation of peace between the two countries,
it was again resumed ; but the two wars had nearly exterminated the
foreign commerce of the town, and what little remained was gradually
removed to the port of Boston, or continued till the few vessels
engaged were found unscaworthy. .

The fishing business, however, was still prosecuted with persever-

ance and energy, steadily increasing till a fleet of a hundred vessels |

or more were again engaged in this time-honored industry.

Other enterprises had, in a degree, diverted capital' and labor to
new pursuits; but the business was still pursued with moderate suc-
cess, till the terrible disasters experienced in a tremendous gale of
wind on the banks of Newfoundland inflicted a blow from which it
has never recovered. At that time, thirteen vessels, with sixty-five
men and boys, were lost; and from that year the business has steadily
decrelased, till it is now reduced to a fleet of less than twenty sail of
vessels. :

Marblehead had been for nearly two centuries a prosperous field
of labor for those who had learned the cordwainer’s trade. Employ-
ment was not only derived from the wants of the inhabitants for
boots and shoes, but in furnishing the fishermen and seamen with
leather jaclkets and trousers, and heavy sea-boots, all made exclusively

the workmen residing in the town.

of sole-leather. Many who had sequired wealth and distinetion dur-
ing the previous century, had commenced life in this hamble calling,
and it continued to employ no inconsiderable number of the “popula~
tion, till the heavy cotton-cloth, saturated with oil, and made into
clothing, was generally acéepted as a cheaper, and yet a very good,
substitute for the leather jackets and trousers, as a protection for the
fisherman in wet weather., This reduced the demand for the cord-
wainer’s skill, and he was obliged to seek employment in other direc-
tions. . .

A few enterprising men in the neighboring town of Lynn, had, for
many years, been gradually developing a new industry by the manu-
facture of ladies’ and children’s shoes for distant markets; and many
of the Marbléhead cordwainers either removed to this new field of
labor, .or had the stock sent to them all prepared for making into
shoes, and;, the price of their labor being fixed by the skill and amount
of labor performed, industrious men could earn very fair wages.
From the very beginning, children’s shoes appeared to be the special
product of the shoemskers of Marblehead, snd the number increased
so rapidly that, in 2 few years, hundreds were employed by the Lynn
manufacturers, maintaining a daily express between the two places,
for the tramsportation of boxes of shoes, made and unmade, while a
few enterprising men commenced the manufacture of the cheaper
grades of children’s shoes in the town. Ohne of the earliest to engage
in this business in Marblehead was Mr. Thomas Wooldredge, whose
bouse and place of business was located on Orne Street. Other
young men soon engaged in this branch of industry, nearly all being
practical shoemakers, among whom may be mentioned A. C. Orne,
Benjamin Hawkes, Thomas Garney, Samuel and Peter Sparkawk, and
Joseph R. Bassett, With the completion of the railroad commection
with Boston, the business increased more rapidly, attracting men of

- enterprise and industry, but with very little capital, till, finally, the

manufacturers of Marblehead were employing the larger proportion of
With the introduction of machin-
ery for the production of shoes, large and commodious factories were
erected in different parts of the town; hundreds of cottages were
built by industrious and provident workmen, and the reputation of |
the place established as the principal seat for the manafacture of
children’s sewed shoes in New Eogland. .

For several years, an odd, eccentric man, regarded as mean and
miserly by his neighbors, resided-with his aged wife and sistér in a
plain two-story house on Franklin Street. One small room in the
house had been fitted up for a store, and here he prosccuted a
small business with great industry, dealing in window-giass, paints,
and paint-oils, putty, and small groceries. Thus ke lived and -

plodded along in his quiet way for several years, and s aged ||

companions, the wife and sister, passed away, leaving -him to pur-
sue his quiet life alone. I the year 1853, his death was an-
notmeed, and a few neighbors followed the lifeless form to its last
resting-place; but the astonishmeut of the people can hirdly be
described, when the statement was made, and confirmed by official’
authority, that the moderate fortune which had belonged to this man

" was given to his native town as g fund for the benefit of poor and

worthy widows. Of the $13,500 which his prudence had thus saved
for this purpose, every dollar was found to be wisely investod in prof-
itable corporations. His will also provided that the old muansion
which had been his home for so many years should be fitted with such
conveniences as were necessary, and should be used as a home for such
worthy widows as the board of overseers may select, at a low. rent.
Even if this intelligence. had failed to reverse the public judgment in
regurd to the character of this man, the information which soon fol-
lowed the announcement of bis public bequest would certainly have done
it ; the proprietors of stores where the necessaries of life were sold, —
the wood and coal dealer, the baker, and others engaged in local
business, — testified that, for several years, they had been the almon- |
ers of this man’s. charities; that, furnished with a list of deserving
cases, they were instructed to deliver the goods to these persons, and
bring the bills to hira for settlement ; and they were charged that his
name must never be mentioned in connection with these charities, and
that his patronage depended om their faithful compliance with this
request. This was suflicient, and their lips had been sealed while he
lived. . . o

‘Thus lived and died Moses A. Pickett, who for many years submitted
to the unjust reproaches of his fellow-men, with noble patience and-
fortitude, confident that when death should release him from earthly
caves and trials the public would do justice to his memory, and-
behold the grace and beauty-of that charity which the Saviour of man--

‘kind so graciously commended.
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The first attempt to number the population of the town was made
in 1765, when a Province census was taken, and the population found
to number 4,594. A colonial census was taken in 1776, when the
population was reported as numbering 4,386 ; but an official statement,
recorded in the town records two years before, in reference to small-pox,
reported that five thousand of the resident population had never bheen
exposed to the contugion of that dreaded disease. This indicates that
Marblehead had a much Jarger population at that time than was reported
by the official canvassers, and it is possible that in this report the

absent soldiers and sailors may have been omitted. A census taken -

under the authority of the town, in 1780, showed a population of only
4,142. 1t is a well-established fact that, soon after the Revolutionary
conflict commenced, mauny families removed from the place to the inte-
rior towns, and returned when peace was proclaimed. - The United
States census for 1790 reported a population of 5,661, From that
year till 1840, a period of fifty years, there was very littlo change in
the population of the town, the largest number heing reported in
1810, when there was 5,900, aud the smallest in 1830, when there was
5,149. The population in 1840 was reported in the.census as 5,575,
or eighty-six less than it was fifty years before.. With the completion
of the railroad, in 1840, the business enterprises of the place were
prosecuted with greater energy and perseverance, and during the next
twenty years the population iucreased over 2,000, the number
reported in 1860 being 7,646. During this period the town showed
greater activity and more enterprise, and made greater progress in

every department of local administration, than had been shown since.

the commencement of the Revolutionary War.

| Efforts were made to establish other kinds of business in addition -
" to those alreudy In existence. — A wealthy -¢itizén troduced ship- ]|

. building, and this was so successful for a time as to attract bundreds
of new residents from the British Provinces and other New England
States, and several vessels, from one hundrad to twelve hundred tons
each, were built and successfully launched. This business, however,
failed to be.profitable after four or five years, and was finally aban-
doned as one o the local industries. The shoe business, however, was
prosecuted with greater energy and success, and new manufkcturers,
springing from the ranks of the workmen themselves, were rapidly

- diminishing the number of local shoemakers depending on the Lynn
manufacturers for employment.
tories were erected, nearly twenty streots and courts laid out and
graded, and hundreds of new houses erected. A new almshouse was
built, and the poor depending on public charity for support were fur-
nished with a clean, comfortable, and healthy home ; ten acres of-land
were purchased, and Waterside Cemetery was established ; the fire
department made more efficient by the purchase of the © Gerry, “Mug-
ford,” aud “Gen. Glover” suction engines, and * Washington ” hook and
ladder truck, and the ercction of three new houses, and the improve-
ment of others for the accommodation of the different companies.

The high school, which had been commenced in 1835 and discon-
tivued in 1838, was re-established permanently. Previous to 1840
the town had oaly built the Farms School-house, with a public appro-
priation, and two school-houses with the * Marchant Fund.” The
town primary schools were mostly accommodated in private dwelling-
houses ; no intermediate or female grammuar schools were in existence,
and females had only limited privileges for public .edication beyond
the primary school.  During the twenty years that followed, eleven
new school-houses were erected and occupied, and the schools grad-
ually graded, until the complete system of public edueation now in
existence was firmly established. :

This was the prosperous condition of the town when the people
were startled with the intelligence that the first gun had heen fired in
the American Civil War. ’ . .

The political events which led to this great conflict between the free
and slave States are too well known to be mentioned here. Marble-~
head had supported for some years three military companies, desig-
asted as the * Marblehead Sutton Light Infantry,” organized in 1809';
the *Lafayette Guards,” orgapized in 1825; and the ™ Glover
Guards,” organized in 1852. These belonged to the Sth Regiment of
Massachusetts Volunteer Militia, which then embraced eight companies.
During the afternoon of April 15, 1861, the captains of these com-
panies received orders to.report, with their commands, on “ Boston
Common,” the following day, duly armed and equipped for active
service. The summons was sudden and unexpected, for it found the
men engaged in their usual occupations ; bub these were prowptly laid
aside, and, repairing to the respective armorics, active ‘preparations
were made to respond to the order. All that night the town was the
sceue of a great excitement, for nearly two hundred young men were

Commodious and convenient fac-.

suddenly called to leave home and friends, with, in many cases, small
families dependent on them for their daily bread, to aceept the priva-
tions and face the terrible perils of war.  The morning of the 16th
of April was cold, gloomy, aud cheerless, and the * minute-men” of
1861 marched to the railroad station in the midst of a driving storm
of sleet und rain, At the station thousands were assembled,—wives,
mothers, danghters, and sweethearts, parting with those they loved,
in grief and tears, and fathers, brothers, and friends cheering them
with words of encouragement. Amid the shouts of thousands the
train finally moved from the station, and while a soldier could be
seen on the moving cars, a thousand handkerchiefs were waving
wildly, as sigus of loving recognition or farewell benedictions.

“ Only two companies were ready for the early morning train, but
the other followed an hour later, and all were accompanied by large
delegations of citizens as far as Boston. At nine oclock in the morn-
ing tho first two companies arrived at the Boston “station, and three
minules after, the “Old Infantry,” as many loved to call the oldest
company organization, was marching up Friend Street, to the music of
druro and fife, under the command of Knott V. Martin, and was the
Jerst company in the State to report for duty on that eventful morning ;
the “Glover Guards,” commanded by Capt. Francis A. Boardman,
reported a few minutes later, and the * Lafayette Guards,” under the
command of Capt. Richard Phillips, a little more than an hour after.
The 8th Regiment left Boston for Washington on the 18th of April,
1861, late in the aftérnoon; but the limits of this work will not per-
-mit the record of faithful service performed by this first detachment of
the “minute-men ” of the war, nor of those which afterwards engaged
in the long and bloody conflict. .

" *“Your families shall bé éared for,” so the citizens promised when
the young men went away ; and, four days after their departure, the -
town appropriated $5,000 for this purpose. The meeting was large
and enthusiastic, and closed with ringing cheers for the Union.
Shortly after the departure of these companies messures were
taken to recruit another company, to be designated as the * Mugford
Guards,” and the town, at a public meeting, appropriated $400 for
purchase of necessary clothing for the mnew recruits in this company.
The ranks were finally filled, and commanded by Capt. Benjamin
Day ; it was mustered into the service for three years, and became a part
of the 14th Regiment of Massachusetts Volunteers, and left the State
for active serviee July 7, 1861. X
The Legislature being in session while these events were transpir-
ing, passed a general State law authoring “State aid” for families
dependent on the absent soldiers for subsistence. At a town meeting
held soon after this, it was voted to appropriate $10,000 for this pur-
pose. As this law provided that the board of selectmen should be
the distributing committee of “State aid,” the committes charged
with that service at a previous meeting, reported that $495 had been
distributed among several families, embracing seventy adults and 100
children, and that patriotic citizens had furnished all the funds neces-

_sary for this purpose. .

On the first day of August, 1861, the “minute-men ” who had done
three months’ faithful service returned, and were received with enthu-~
siastic manifestations of joy and gratitude by the public authorities
and the ‘whole population of the town. )

Soon after the return of these companies, Capt. Martin was ‘author-
ized to recruit a company for the 23d Regiment, and, having accom-

-plished his purpose, the regiment left for the seat of war during the

month of November, 1861.
A. call being made by the authorities for a body of troops to serve
nine months, the 8th Regiment voluntsered, inelnding two of the Mar-

. blehead companies. The * Glover Guard” had lost many men from

its ranks, who had joined the three years’ regiments, and two of its
most eflicient officers, Lieut. Thomas Russell and Lieut. John Good-
win, had accepted commissions under Capt. Martin in the 23d Regi-
ment: thus -weakened, the company was unable to rally under this
new call, and. the organization was abandoned.

The "*Lufayette Guards” went into service in accordange with this
call under its old commander, Capt. Richard Phillips, while *the old
Infantry ” were under the command of Capt. Samuel C. Graves, who
had served as a lieutenant tnder Capt. Martin during the three months’
service. .

The exploits of rebel cruisers near the coast, and the fears that a war
with Great Britain might possibly result from the many unfriendly acts |
charged against thut governmént, moved the citizens of the towa to
appeal to the governor and council for aid to place the town and harbor
in a proper state of defence. The government price for labor was
$1.25 per day; but it was urged that men would not work for this
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price, in view of the high cost of all articles of merchandise, measured
by a depreciated currency, and the town fiually appropriated $4,000,
as a fund to increase the daily wages of laborers on the fortifications,
to $1.75 per day. With this provision made by the town, laborers
were secured, and, under the supervision of government engineers,
Fort Sewall was enlarged and reconstructed,and two new fortifications
were erected, one near the head of the harbor, called “ Fort Glover,”
and the other near Naugus Head called “Fort Miller,” and after their
completion were garrisoned by soldiers from other parts of the State
dwing the remainder of the war. )

As the war continued, further ealls for troops were made by the
government, and each town being assigned 2 quota to raise for the
service, or submit to a draft from the able-bodied men, between the
ages of eighteen and. forty-five, every effort was made by the town
authorities to avoid the "threatened conseription, and $15,000 was
appropriated to provide $125 for each recruit that may be obtained
on the quota of the town.’

The §th Regiment having returned to the State afler serving nine
months, again responded to another eall for a body of troops to serve
one hundred days. To this last call of the regiment for active service,
the “Lafayette Guards” failed to respond in time, but was finally
recruited to the requisite number by its veteran commander, and was
mustered into the service for one year as an unattached company. While
in Virginia, a few weeks later, it was attached to a regiment of heavy artil-
lery, and when its term of service closed, the company had lost its charter
as one of the local military organizations.
at the close of the war, 1,440 men, on the several calls of the govern-
ment: but as many of them had enlisted more than once, on different
terms of service, it has been estimated that the number was about 950
soldiers for three years’ service recorded on the quotas of the town,
while at least 150 men enlisted for the same term of service on the
quotas of other towns ; making the whole number of soldiers engaged
in the war, belonging to the place, as 1,100. Of this number, the
names of 129 soldiers and nine sailors are recorded .on the country’s
“roll of honor,” and a granite monument has been erecled to their
memory, which was dedicated sith appropriate ceremonies on the
Fourth of July, 1876. } )

During the time of * Jefferson’s Embargo,” in the early part of the
century, a poor boy, the son of a fisherman, left the town to serve an
apprenticeship with a2 master-cooper in the neighboring town of Salem.
Master of his trade, at the age of twenty-one he went to the West
| Indies with a young companion, where he was employed two years by,

a Boston firm extensively engaged in trade with those islands. Return-
ing to Boston on the death of his companion, he opened 2 cooper’s

shop in that city, where, after several years of indifferent success, his

perseverance and industry established a prosperous and lucrative busi-
ness. He was married at the age of thirty-three, and, although no
c¢hildren blessed the uni6n, he lived a happy and peaceful life with his
companion for more than forty years. He was a man of plain and
frogal habits, great integrity, untiring industry, and sagacious judg-
ment, and his savings, from year to year, were wisely invested for safe
and profitable returns. In 1870, his wife, who had been his faithful
and trnsted companion so many years, departed from this life, and two
years after he closed his long career of usefulness at the age of seventy-
seven. This in brief is the story of the life of Benjamin Abbot. A
fewe months before he died, he executed his last will and testament,
giving $14,800 to the missionary and educational institutions of his
religious faith ; $70,000 to his relatives and friends, embracing legacies
to sixty-two different persons; and the balance of his large property,
amounting to nearly $100,000 at the time of his death, to the town of
Marblehead ; because, as he briefly but eloquently declared, *it was
my birth-place.” With this generous gift he imposed no conditions,
but modestly expressed the wish that it might be applied to ®the erec-
tion of a building for the use of the inhabitants,” and that his name
might be attached to the object on which the fund should be ex~
pended. . -

In dve time the executors of the will notified the selectmen that
they had settled all claims against the estate, and the balance, amount-
ing to over $100,000, safely invested, remained in their hands for the
benefit of the town. On Thursday evening, February 9th, a town-
meeting was held, and resolutions adopted by a unanimous vote,
ageepting the bequest, declaring it as the purpose of the town to
observe his wish in regard to a public building, to which his name
should be attached, and expressing the gratitude of the people for the
man who, by his life of industry and integrity, had conferred honor
on his native town, and by his generous gift at the close of his carthly
career had won the honor of being its noblest benefactor. The town

Marblehead had furnished

treasurer, with the boaxd of selectmen, were appointed as frustees to
accept and tzke charge of the fund in bebalf of the town.

The * Common,? or *training-field hill,” as it was often called, had
been mentioned by many as s suitable place for the contemplated
building ; but, there being some doubts as to the legal right of the
town to appropriate that place for such a purpose, a committee was
appointed to secure, if possible, a special Act from the Legislature
granting this right. A minority of the citizens opposed this location,
and the legislative committee charged with the consideration of the
petition of the town reported against the project. At the same meet-
ing which appointed this committee, it was voted “to erect a brick
building, with stone trimmings, to be designated as Abbot Hall, of
such dimensions as will secure an audience hall that will seat at least
1,200 persons, 2 hall for a public reading-room and library that will
accommodate not less than 20,000 volumes, a fire-proof vault for'the
storage and security of the records and other important papers belong-
ing to the town, and such rooms as may be necessary for the conven-
ient use of the different boards for the transaction of public business.”
Eleven different places had been suggested as suitable places for the
location of the building, and it was finally resolved to select the loca-
tion by ballot, on Saturday, May 22, 1875. Considerable interest
was manifested in the subject, and when the polls were closed it was
found that the “Common ” had received 380 votes to 331 votes for all
other places, A buildihg committee of five citizens were balloted for
and elected at that and subsequent meetings, consisting of Simeon
Dodge, J. J. H. Gregory, Moses Gilbert, Henry F. Pitman, and
Thomas Appleton. The selectmen were instructed to secure the best
legal advice possible as to the right of the town to use the “Com-
mon” for this purpose; but the citizens, finally convinced that no
reliable legal opinion could be obtained except by proceedings that
would secure the judgment of the supreme court, instructed the
“building committee” to proceed to excavate earth on the Common,
preparatory to erecting the building, “at an expense not exceeding
fifty dollars.” . ’

Another meeting was called, Dec. 18, 1875, and propositions made
to “yescind” the previous action of the town in regard to location,
and the vote whereby the employment of legal counsel was author-
ized to defend the action of the town; but both propositions were
defeated by large majorities. ' .

Twelve days after, another meeting was held, and $75,000 appro-
priated from the * Abbot fund” for the use of the building comuittee
in carrying out the vote of the town. '

The committee organized, and appointed a sub-committes, consist-
ing of Messrs. Dodge "and Gilbert, to visit various public buildings;
and these gentlemen finally submitted a “ground plan” for the struct-
ure, which was adopted by the committes. Sketches of the proposed
building, based ou the plan adopted, were solicited from different
architects ; and, three different sketches having been submitted, the
committee finally made a contract with Lord & Fuller, of Boston, to
make all the necessary plans and specifications.

The site of the structure having been established, work on the
foundations was commenced and céntinued without interruption.

The opponents.of the *Common? as a site for the building were

.not idle, however, and now petitioned the supreme court, through

eminent legal counsel, for a “preliminary injunction.” The committes
employed the Hon. Samuel Hoar as counsel to defend the action of -
the town, and, after numerous delays, the hearing was held, and the
prayer of the petitioners refused. i

Contracts were now made, and the work proceeded rapidly; and
on the 26th of July, 1876, the corner-stone was laid, with appropriate
ceremonies. Before the next annual town-meeting it was ascertained
that the committee would complete the work assigned to them within
the appropriation made, and, at the adjourned annual meeting for
1877, the sum of $20,000 was appropriated to establish and maintain -
a public reading-room and library, to be called *“ The Abbot Library.”

- The balance of the fund was directed to be reserved, and the interest

applied to the necessary expenses of the building. ’

At a subsequent meeting, five “Trustees of the Abbot Library”
were chosen, by ballot, who, with the chairman of the board of
selectmen, were constituted a board of trustees to manage the read- |
ing-room and library. '

On the 25th of December, 1877 (Christmas Day), the reading-room
was opened, and on the 17th of April, 1878, the library was opened
to the publie, then containing about-3,000 volumes.

The building committee surrendered the charge of the structure to
the selectmen on the 8th of December, 1877. Nine days after, under
the direetion of a'special committee appointed by the town, the -hall
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was publicly dedicated; when the Hon. Edward Avery, of Braintree,
@ native of Marblehead, delivered an eloquent and instructive
address. :

As the building neared completion, gentlemen of means, native
residents and non-residents of the town, exhibited a noble public
spirit, by presenting various gifts of value, for the use or adornment
of the structure. The Hon. James J. H. Gregory presented the clock
and bell in the tower, and 2 valuable oil printing for the reading-room ;
Heury F. Pitman, Bsq., a large pianoforte ; Thomas Appleton, Esq.,
a fine oil painting for the reading-room; Joel Goldthwait, Esq., of
Boston, a valuable carpet for the stage ; Nathaniel Brimblecou, Esq.,
of Boston, a large hall clock ; and William F. Joy, Esq., of Boston,
a valuable book-case. .

By a recent vote of the town, a large portrait of Benjamin Abbot,
by one of the most distinguished artists of New England, has been
ordered, and marble tablets, with appropriate inscriptions, have been
placed in conspicuous places in the building.

This noble.and stately structure, oceupying one of the most com-
manding sites in _Marblehead, stauds as a splendid monument to the
memory of Benjamin Abbot; and while the inhabitants remember his
thoughtful generosity with pride and gratitude, they ave no less grate-
ful for the faithful services of Simeon Dodge and Moses Gilbert, the
sub-committee of the building .committee, who, without fee or reward,
gave their time and personal attention to the work, and executed the
Important trusts committed to their charge with g zeal, courage, and
fidelity rare in public servants. ’ )

Mention has been made of the earlier church organizations, and
their places of worship.

The First Congregational Church, after having occupied the struct-
ure at the foot of Washington Street for more than a century, builg
a stone church, in 1824, which is now used by the society for its
religions meetings.

The “Second Congregational Church” (now Unitarian) oceupied
the first edifice built by the parish till 1833, when it was demolished,
and the building now used by the soclety was erected.

The * Episcopal Chureh ” remains the same as when built, in 1714,
with a few unimportant alterations, and is consequently one of the
oldest church buildings in New England. +

_ During the year 1790, the Rev. Jesse Lee, of Virginia, mentioned
as “the Apostle of Methodism in New England,” visited Marblehead,
and, in the “old Bowler House,” on Lee Street, organized a Methodist
church, with seven members. Soon after, a small, plain church edi-
fice, without tower or ornament, was erected on a small hill near
Pleasant Street, which was designated for many years as “the Metho-
dist rocks.,” “This building was occupied by the society till 1832,
when the chureh now occupied by the people of this faith was erected,
on Summer Street. The old building was changed into a large
dwelling-house, one-half of which is owned by the pavish, and is
.occupiei as the church parsonage. :

The Baptist denomination had gained a few members, from year to
year, till twenty-one residents of Marblehead had united with one of
the Baptist churches in Salem, In 1811 these, having received letters
of dismission from the church in Salem, were organized as the “ First
Baptist Church of Marblehead ”; and o plain building, without a
tower, waserected as a place of worship, on Watson Street. This
- was occupied by the society till 1832, or the year after, when a new
church edifice was erected on Pleasant Street. This. building was
destroyed by fire in 1867; but before the year had closed 2 new
church was erected on the same site, and is now occupied by the so-
ciety. The first church building on Watson Street was sold soom after
it was vacated as a place for religious worship, and, being changed
Into a dwelling-house, is now occupied for that purpose.

In 1836, a fow “ Universalists ” formed 2 society for religious wor-
ship, and held meetings for several months in 2 small hall on the cor-
ner of Washington and Darling streets.
rapidly, and a lot having been purchased, on the corner of Pleasant
and Watson streets, a church edifice was built, and. dedicated in the
early part of 1837. During the year 1870, repairs on the building
being necessary, it was raised one story, securing a large and commo-
dious vestry, and other important improvements.

For many years the few Catholics in ‘Marblehead worshipped with
.the people of their faith in Salem ; but in 1857, their numbers having
largely increased, a small church was erected on the corner of Pros-
pect and Rowland streets.
building was erected on Gregory Street, but before it was ready for
dedication it was destroyed by fire. During the year 1874, the first
church building was enlarged and improved, and made one of the

The society increased -

In 1870, a larger and .more commodious -

most attractive and commodious buildings for religious worship in the
town.
During the past few years a fow families have become believers in

‘the doctrines of the “Second Adventists,” and now hold regular meet-

ings for public worship in a small hall on Pleasant Street.

In 1859, several members of the “First Congregational Church ”
received letters of - dismission from that organization, and formed the
“Third Congregational Church” in Marblehead. The next year a
convenient and attractive church edifice was erected on the "corner of
Essex and School streets, where the new society worshipped till 1877,
when the building was destroyed by fire. No attempt to rebuild was
made, and the members finally sold the remaining property and wor-
ship at other churches, ’ :

The oldest benevolent society in Marblehead is the *Female Hu-
mane Society,” organized in 1816. It has invested funds amounting
to nearly one thousand dollars, and, besides expending the income of
this, has an annual address, at which a collection is taken for the
benefit of its funds. Its officers are elected annually, and monthly
meetings aro held for business purposes; and although its membership
has never been large, yet it has done a noble work for the benefit of
the poor and needy.

The “Seamen’s Charitable Society” was organized in 1831, ata
time when hundreds of men were employed in the fisheries, and real-
ized the need of an organization of this kind. Tt was a large and
flourishing society for many years, and its funds. increased rapidly.
A marble monument was erected on the. " old Burying Hill” in 1847,
to the memory of its deceased members, and to commemorate the
terrible disaster of September, 1846, when so many Marblehead sea-
men perished on the Grand Banks of Newfoundland, among which
were seversl members of this society. It still continues to hold
annual meetings, and judiciously dispenses the income of its funds for
the benefit of those for whose assistance the society was organized.

Of the secret benevolent societies, ® Philanthropic Lodge” of the
Masonic order is the oldest, haviog been chartered in 1760. It pros-
pered for many years, and erected the building opposite the head of
Mason Street, now occupied as a dwelling-house, to secure a hall
properly fitted for its ‘meetings. During the popular excitement
against this order, commencing in 1826, the meetings were suspended,
and the lodge ceased working for several years. With the institution
of modern secret societies a greater interest was manifested in ‘the
more ancient institution, and the lodge, being re-established, gained
largely in membership, and held meetings regularly till very recently.

“Samaritan Tent of Rechabites” was instituted in 1844, and has
continued & prosperous organization from that year. For the benefit
of its members in sickness, and the assistance of families of deceased
mexbers, it has ‘expended .nearly twenty thousand dollars, and holds
property and funds at the present time valued at seven thousand
dollars. :

“ Atlantic Lodge of Odd Fellows” was instituted in 1844, and from
the day of its organization has heen & flourishing institution. For
many years its membership has been large, and many prominent citi-
zens of the town are contributing members to its funds. It has
expended a large amount of money for the charitable purposes set
forth in its laws, and owns real estate and other property valued at
several thousand dollars. : :

* Washington Division Sons of Temperance” was instituted in 1856,
and ‘has continued to do good service for the temperance reform since
its organization. : :

Within a few years the *EKnights of Pythias” and the © Improved
Order of Red Men” have each established brariches of those organiza-
tions in the town, and both are in a prosperons condition, .

The * Ancient Order of Hibernians ” has gathered a goodly number |
under the banuers of that organization, who prosecute a charitable
work under the laws of that institation.

The “Marblehead Mutual Benefit Society ” has a membership of
over three hundréd, each contributing one dollar on the desth of a

" member, for funeral expenses and the assistance of those who have

been dependent on the deceased for support.

The * Marblehead Reform Club” was organized in 1873, and has
done a noble work in winning men from habits of dissipation and
intemperance to paths of sobriety and usefulness. With over two
hundred members, it maintains regular meetings, and supports
cheerful and attractive rooms, supplied liberally with papers” and
instructive books.

““The Independent Associates,” another branch of the temperance
reform movement, is a prosperous organization, laboring zealously for
the freedom of men suffering in the bonds of appetite and indulgence.
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Every fire company in the town has adopted a plan, first introduced
and applied by the “ Mugford Fire Association,” of collecting funds,
by regular assessment, and the annual amount of compensation-allowed
by the town for services, to provide for the support and care of sick
members and the decent burial of the dead. Nearly every company
in the fire department has accumulated a substantial fund for these
purposes, and scoves of poor men have been made comfortable
through months of lingering sickness, by this wise and excellent pro-
vision. .

- The first local newspaper and printing-office in the town was estab-
lished in 1830, when the ® Marblehead Register » was issued. It wads
discontinued after one or two -yeavs, as a failure in a husiness point
of view. Since the first unsuccessful experiment, other enterprises
of the same character have been commenced at varions times, and
1| during these years the public have heen enlightened more or less by

| the “ Marblehead Gazette,” “ Marblehead Mercury,” © Essex County
Times,” “Marbléhead Advocate,” and: “ Marblehend Ledger;” but
each, after.a brief existence, was abandoned for want of sufficient

patronage. The *Marblehead Messenger” was established in 1871,
" and although the enterprise has changed hands twice since that time,

yet it has always been fairly patronized by-the people. The enter-
prising yousig men who now-own and manage the papér have met with
severe reverses since becoming proprietors; but they have persevered
with manly courage and great industry, aud now have one of the best
steam-printing establishments in Essex County, and a paper managed
with ability and discretion, fairly patronized, and popularly regarded
| as one of the permanent institutions of the town. . . :

On the 26th of May, 1874, the Hon. James J. H. Gregory, a prosper-
ous farmer and seedsman, and one of the most public-spitited citizens
in the place, offered,.in open town-meeting, a donation of two thousand
dollars, to be held in trust by the town, and invested in New England
State-or city bonds, the income of which was to be applied, once in
four years, “to promote the moral, mental, and physical welfare of
the inhabitants of the town.” A commitice, cobsisting of “the chair~
man of the board of selectmen, the chairman of the board of school
committee, and all the ministers of the gospel of the town, of every
denomination, who are settled over religious'societies,” was designated
to receive the income from this fund and apply it in aecordance with
the conditions of the benefaction. He made an additional offer, that
if some other person would make the same contribution to the fund,
it should be designated by the name of the person making such gift.
The generous donation was accepted, and the thanks of the town
unanimously voted to Mr. Gregory for his benefaction. As no other
person has yet been found ambitious to secure the distinetion contem-
‘plated by the proposition-of the founder, the fund has very properly
Leen designated as the * Gregory Fund.” .
.._The buildings in Marblehead are mostly constructed of wood, and
‘in the older part of the town the houses are crowded together almost
as compactly as the hubitations of a Jarge eity ; that it has been recog-
nized as a large town for two centuries, and during all that time has
escaped any very great loss from fire, has been the wonder of many-

" thoughtful and veflecting men. There have been dangerous fires during
these years, which sometimes placed the property of the town in great
peril; but the activity of the people, the efficiency of the fire depart-
ment, and other favorable ecircumstances, confined the loss on these
occasions to a very few buildings. It was often predicted, however,

-that the time would come when the town would suffer severely from

fire ; and this prediction was finally verified.

On the morning of June 25, 1877, at 2. o'clock, with the atmos-
phere clear and calm, in the bright light of a full moon, an alarm
aroused-the people from their slumbers, and it was found that a small

" Barn, attached to a large, three-story building called the * Marblehead
Hotel,” situated on Pleasant Street, was on fire, and burning furi-
ously. It was discovered by the neighbors, who were awakened by
the roar and noise of the crackiing flames, and who promptly gave
the alarm.  The owner of the building oceupied the first story as a
flour and grain store, while the tenant of the hotel premises had
removed nearly all of his furniture the week before, and with his wife

occupied oné room in the building during that and the previous night,
at the solicitation of the owner. The hotel was soon in flames ; and
this building was unfortunately within tweaty feet of an éngine-house,
which sheltered two fire-engines, and which covered in part the only
reservoiv of water in that part of the town. The two engines were™
promptly placed in position; but, before any water could be obtained,
the engine house was in flames, and the men with the engines driven
from the reservoir. Closely packed, east of the burning building,
were three large, four-story buildings; and, before any considerable
amount of water could be obtained, these, with three or four smaller
buildings, were all on fire, and the flames beyond the possible control
of asmall fire department. Assistance was now solicited from the
neighboring cities of Selem and Lynn, and even from Boston; and,
,altﬁ’ough the response was prompt, yet the time required for the
travel of messengers over four or five miles of highsway, and the
return, was time that the devouring element improved with a fear-
fal destruction of property. Assistance from Salem finally reached
the scene, followed soon after with aid from Lynn; and these, with
the Marblehead' department, stopped the further spread of the flames’
at about. sunrise. .The fire department of Boston responded to the
call, and .sent engines by a special train; but the flames were under
control when the train reached the town. The morning sun shone on
a seene of smoking ruins and dreary desolation, that filled the hearts
of the people with despair; for the stately factories which in that
three hours’ conflagration had disappeared; leaving only ashes behind,
were the workshops of hundreds who depended on their daily earn-
ings for their daily bread. From the reservoir to the Mugford monu-
ment on Pleasant Street, every building on both sides of the street,
save one, had disappeared; every building on School Street, except
rone; on Sewall Street, from the corner of School to Spring Street,
on both sides, only two buildings remained, and one of these was
badly injured; all on Spring Street, except a school-house, were de-
stroyed ; all buildings on both sides of Essex Street, and a few on Bassett |
Street, were inashes. A chureh, hotel, large boarding-house, engine-
house, printing-office, railroad station, four passenger-cars, fifteen
shoe factories and business blocks, two large stables, thirty-two
dwelling-houses vecupied by over forty families, and other buildings,
in all numbering seventy-five structures, had been destroyed. Four-
teen shoe manufacturers, two leather dealers, one grain stove, two
machine-shops, two hardware deulers, one boot-and-shoe store, threc
grocers, one provision dealer, one marble-worker, one apothecary,
three halls, and two saloons had been burned out, and very little of
the property had been saved. Muany families were homeless, and had
lost everything; while hundreds of mechanics whose homes had not
been scorched by the flames looked on the scene of desolation with
“heavy hearts, for it proclaimed to them no work and no wages for [
many months to come. In this extremity, the ecitizens of Salem,
Liyon, Boston, and other places, nobly responded, and placed in -
the hands of a committee appointed by the citizens of Marblehead
funds to assist all those requiring help, till employment could be
secured. With the money thus so nobly and generously contributed,
hundreds of worthy people were saved the mortification of appealing
to the last fesource of poverty; and small business enterprises were
judiciously assisted where lack of insurance -had left a few good men. ||
utterly rnined. The citizens of Marblehead can never forget this
noble contribution from kind-hearted strangers, in the day of their
great calamity ; and, while gratitude is recognized as a public or pri-
vate virtue, the remembrance of the deed will be cherished with a
grateful sense of obligation which no words can properly express, or
service can possibly cancel. A detailed statement of the merchandise
“and cash received, and the communities or individuals from which.
such assistance came, together with the expenditure of every dollar
and for whose individual benefit it was applied,, was carefully pre-
pared, and placed in the hands of the public authorities. With this
event we finish the story of a town and people who accepted the
lessons of political self-government proclaimed in the cabin of the
“Mayflower,” and for more than two centuries have maintained them
with unfaltering faith and courage. '




