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Marblehead’s Maritime Disaster

170 years ago on September 19, 1846 a major
hurricane passed near Marblehead’s fishing fleet
on the south-east edge of the Grand Banks.

34 schooners crewed with 238 men and boys from
Marblehead were fishing the Bank.

9 schooners with 63 crew sunk during the Gale.

Two additional schooners survived as derelicts and
were abandoned, one having lost 2 men.

The grim total was 11 schooners and 65 men
and boys lost; leaving 43 widows and 155
fatherless children.



Location of Grand Banks
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The Grand Banks

 The Grand Banks is an extremely unpleasant and
dangerous place.

o The water temperature is near freezing.
o Icebergs are common in the spring.
o Impenetrable fogs last for days.
o Storms with large seas are common.
* Itis also on the main shipping lane from Europe.

* It’'s one advantage was that in the 1600’s and

1700’s it was teeming with large numbers of big
codfish.



Grand Banks Currents




The Marblehead Fishing Schooner

The Marblehead Fishing Schooner was about 65 ft
long with 17 ft beam and carried 50 to 80 tons.

They were blunt bowed and slow. Strength and
carrying capacity were more important than speed.

The typical crew was seven men who fished from
the schooner.

In @ storm these schooners had little choice but to
lay to and weather it out.



Marblehead Fishing Schooner “Friendship”
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Model by Capt. John Bridgeo 1865; Courtesy of Abbot Public Library



Fishing Schooner “Warrior” Account
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Fiftieth Anniversary of the Gale

* On the fiftieth anniversary of the Gale of 1846
the MARBLEHEAD MESSENGER printed two
articles that contained a large amount of

information on the gale and fishing on the Grand
Banks.

* It also contained the stories of three surviving
Captains.
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The Survivors Stories

* The three surviving Captains were:

o Captain Richard Frost — Skipper of the schooner
Benjamin Franklin.

o Captain John Proctor — Skipper of the schooner
Samuel Knight.

o Mr. Edward Thompson — The third Skipper of
the Clinton which lost two skippers during the
Gale but survived. She was abandoned later.

* Jack Attridge will now present those accounts.



Captain Richard Frost’s Story

Schooners in a Gale: abt. 1880 Painter Unknown
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Captain Richard Frost’s Story

Schooners in a Gale: abt. 1880 Painter Unknown




Ca

ptain John Proctor’s Story

Fireboard by William Bartoll 1812-1859: Courtesy of PEM



Sch. Warrior’s Moses Boat Stern

The only wreckage brought back from the Gale



Mr. Edward Thompson’s Story

Storm: JOJ Frost 1852 -1928: Courtesy of MMHS



Seaman’s Monument

Old Burial Hill Cemetery; 1848



Rev. E. A. Lawrence’s Sermon
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lost from Marblehead in the Gale; 65 men & boys,
leaving 43 widows, and 155 fatherless children

Old Burial Hill Cemetery; 1848



